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IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, March 10, 1834. 


Mr. SILSBEE, after a few remarks, presented 
aseries of resolutions passed by the Legislature of 
Massachusetts, complaining of the state of the cur- 
rency of the country, recommending the restora- 
tion of the public deposites to the Bank of the 
United States, and praying the recharter of the 
said bank. Mr. S. asked that the resolutions 
might be read, referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and printed. 

After they were read— 

Mr. WEBSTER said he fully concurred in the 
sentiments expressed by his colleague. These res- 
olutions were undoubtedly the opinions of the peo- 
ple of Massachusetts. In every town and parish, 
the removal of the deposites was disapproved of 
if not severely reprobated; and himself and col- 
league would not be the true representatives of 
Massachusetts, if they did not hold language clear 
and strong, that the cause of the distress was to be 
found in the removal of the deposites, and if they 
did not declare, in her name, that her interests 
were greatly injured, and the distress on all parts 
of her population’ was deep and severe. She ex- 

ected them to say this, and also to say, that they 
ook to Congress alone for prompt relief. In one 
of the resolutions, an opinion that a national bank, 
and the restoration of the deposites, are the appro- 
priate remedy, is intimated. It was now several 
weeks since he had given a pledge here that he 
would submit to the Senate some measure of relief. 
It was now three months since the existence of a 
pressure was asserted. It was then denied, but 
now no one seriously denied or doubted the alarm- 
ing state of the country. He could not but sup- 
pose that the Executive saw and lamented the dis- 
tress; but yet no new remedial measure was pro- 
posed from that quarter, except the experiment 
which was going on; and it was fair to receive the 
late report, made by the Committee of Ways and 
Means in the other House, as a manifestation of 
the views of the Executive, made in authentic lan- 
guage, and having the merit of being unequivocal, 
that the deposites were not to be restored, and the 
bank was not to be rechartered. This being the 
case, it seemed to him time to redeem his pledge— 
the subject had been before the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and he was authorized to say it met the 
approbation of a majority of the committee. He 
therefore gave notice, that on Monday next he 
would introduce a bill for rechartering the Bank of 
the United States for some limited time. Hesaw 
the difficulty attending such a proposition, but his 
sense of duty would not allow him to shrink from 
the effort. He had two objects in view, in sub- 
mitting this measure. The first was, to giveto the 
community prompt relief, and this it was the duty 
of Congress todo. He knew of no remedy but 
the restoration of the deposites and the recharter 
of the bank for a limited time. And when he spoke 
of prompt measures, he laid out of the question a 
new bank, because that could not be done before 
the 4th of March, 1836. The eee 
would be a prompt and efficient one. Secondly,a 
great object to be regarded was, to propose meas- 
ures in such a light as to conciliate anything, and 
to give up everything, so that the object could be 
attained, and relief Gye eee measures as the 
wholg country would say ought to be adopted. 
When he considered the present state of opinion 
in the capital, and entertained by the Executive, 
he was convinced that any measures proposed 
would be attended with difficulty in their accom- 
plishment, and should be submitted to the people, 
and receive the destiny of the people; and under 
the impulse of intelligence in the community, which 
would be sure to be attracted to any such measure, 
full attention would be given it; and his only hope 
and wish was, that their decision would decide this 
question. His opinion, also, was, that while the 
present stage of things continued in the country, the 
asomroment of Congress ought not to be thought 
of. Our constituents would not, and ought not, to 
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| welcome us to our homes, till relief shall have been . 
| given. 


We have the power of giving relief, and 
they look-to us for it. The State governments | 
are not competent to it. The evil arises from po- | 
| litical action, and the remedy must be by political || 
'action. No vote of his, therefore, should begiven 
to vacate our seats here, or to consent to their | 
_ being vacated, till something efficient and satisfac- | 
| tory be done. 
| Mr. FORSYTH said, he congratulated those | 
| who were constantly pouring their memorials | 
here, that their prayers were at last likely to be || 
heard and to be attended to by the ap ropriate | 
organ of the Senate. Not one petition had been 
presented which had not urged that cones atten- | 
tion to the subject was necessary. ‘The honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts had said that we 
were not permitted to speculate; but such had been 
the progress and condition of things here for three 








months, there has been nothing but speculation. 
We are told legislative action is necessary ,and yet 
we are to speculate another week, and then we are 
to have the proposition. Whynot submit it now? 
After a delay of three months, we are at last come 
to the object of the petitioners and of gentlemen 
here—it is the recharter of the bank. And that 
no difficulty might arise as to himself, he would 
distinctly announce the terms on which his aid 
would be given towards that object. First, the 
rate of interest must be reduced to five per cent.; | 
next, the power of the State governments to tax 
the funds of the bank in each of the States, where | 
situated, should be distinctly recognised, and the 
vexed question of the power of the Government 
directors must be distinctly understood, and must 
be admitted to be what the President understands 
it to be. It could not receive his approbation, 
without a greater control over it were given to the 
Government than was contemplated in 1816. It | 
was with surprise and regret that he heard the an- | 
nunciation of the honorable gentleman, that we 
ought to sit here till the existing distress should be 
relieved. Were we tosit here till August or Sep- 
tember, to compel the House of Representatives 
or the Executive to action? Were the codrdinate 
branches of the Government to submit their judg- 
ments to our behests? He thought it passing 
strange; and more especially so, when we were 
told that the State governments possessed no 
power of relief, but that it was in us alone, who 
hold all the power we possess from the State gov- 
ernments. But are we to be told that the State 
governments don’t desire relief? Can any man 
shut his eyes to the fact, that the majority of the 
State governments and of the people have said 
that this bank charter shall cease to exist? Ifthe 
fact were otherwise, and the people say it shall 
exist, it will exist, and provision could be made 
for it two years hence. And it appeared to him 
that the object of the honorable gentleman was to 
raise a question which was to be settled two years 
hence. Mr. F. bélieved the question was already 
Mttled, and he believed every effort which was 
made to raise it, only the more strongly confirmed 
it. Heé trusted we should not sit here till August 
or September, when the question could be as well 
settled at home. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
WEBSTER, KING of Georgia, CHAMBERS, 
and FORSYTH; when the resolutions were re- 
ferred, agreeably to Mr. SILSBEE’S motion. ~ 

The Senate then proceeded to the first special 
order, being the consideration of the bill for the 
relief of Elizabeth Robinson, daughter of Lieuten- 
ant Wilde, a revolutionary officer. 

Mr. MOORE moved the recommitment of the 
bill to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

A considerable debate ensued, upon the a 
priety of allowing interest on the claim, in which | 








Messrs. SHEPLEY, MOORE, NAUDAIN, 
FORSYTH, LEIGH, BIBB, CHAMBERS, | 
CLAYTON, WHITE, TALLMADGE, TOM- 
LINSON, and SPRAGUE, participated. 

Mr. MOORE withdrew his motion to recommit | 


it to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, and 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. Lost. 

Mr. FORSYTH revived the motion to recom- 
mit to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of George 


| Read, and, on his motion, the report accompany- 


ing it was ordered to be printed. 

r. C., from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of Stephen Pleasonton, upon 
which a similar order was made. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, from the Committee on En- 
grossed Bills, made a report. 


On motion of Mr. ROBBINS, leave of absence 
for three weeks was granted to Mr. Bru. 


On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, a few minutes 
after four o’clock, 


The Senate adjourned. ° 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 10, 1834. 


Mr. J. @. ADAMS rose, and intimated a wish 
that the call of the States for the presentation of 
memorials, might be commenced as usual, with 
the understanding that the memorials presented, 
in reference to the bank, should be accompanied 
only with very brief remarks, explanatory of the 
circumstances under which they were adopted. 
He wished himself to have an opportunity of pre- 
senting certain resolutions adopted by the Legis- 
lature of Massachusetts. If the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Guotson,] who was entitled to the 
floor to-day, would yield it for the purpose of 
calling the States, there would, he presumed, be 
ample time left for the gentleman to address the 
House on the subject of the Virginia resolu- 
tions. 


Mr. GHOLSON replied, that the honorable 
member from Massachusetts must be aware that 
Virginia had already once yielded the right of 
proceeding with this discussion for the convenience 
of the House. Being disposed, however, to ex- 
tend every courtesy to the venerable member, he 
would, with the consent of the House, waive his 
right to the floor till one o’clock. 

Mr. MOORE, of Virginia, objected, he said, 
to the further postponement of the Virginia reso- 
lutions. 

Mr. J. @. ADAMS said, he was now more 
anxious than he was before to obtain an opportu- 
nity to present his resolutions; for, if not only the 
gentleman in possession of the floor, but eve 
other member from Virginia was to express his 
sentiments to the House on the subject of the Vir- 
e~ resolutions, it was evident that it would bea 

ong time before the States could again be called. 


VIRGINIA RESOLUTIONS. 


_Mr. GHOLSON having the floor from the pre- 
vious day, rose and said, he, too, had received 
from Governor Floyd a letter similar to that which 
his colleague [Mr. Parton] had animadverted 
upon, but it had not occurred to him that the 
letter contained anything so objectionable as his 
(Mr. P.’s) remarks would seem to convey. And 
it never could have induced him to arraign—as his 
honorable colleague had felt it his duty to do— 
the conduct of the Governor of his native State, 
before Congress, or to charge upon him that he 
had manifested a disposition to extend beyond its 
due limits his official authority. 

Mr. PATTON remarked that he had been mis- 
understood; he had expressly disclaimed imputing 
inieaover dispositions to Governor Floyd. 

“ r. GHO 7 N ies : Sie eee of 

irginia was blamed for designa the resolu- 
tions as he had done; for axprtning bie pleasure 
on having to communicate that the resolutions 
disapproved of the recent act of the President in 
removing the deposites. But whilst he (Mr. G.) 
hailed this concurrence in the opinion of the Gov- 
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ernor with the Legislature of Virginia as a most 
auspicious omen, which would have salutary 
influence elsewhere, after investigating the princi- 
ples upon which the Government was founded, he 








could not conceive in what way he had transcended | 


his official limits. For this inoffensive matter, 


however, this act is to be classed along with the || 


manifesto of the President, and with other danger- 


ous assumptions of power on the part of the Exec- | 


utive, and the Governor, when about to retire into 
his wilderness, is sought to be made asa ee 
goat to cover other executive assumptions. [He 
would not pretend to say that the sacrifice would 
be so accepted by the people, but he might be per- 


mitted to say that so long as there was on the || 


watch-tower a person so cautious as his colleague, 
little danger could arise from the Governor’s 
assumpuons. He must deny, as alleged by his 
colleague, that the State Legislature, in adopting 
these resolutions, had abandoned the ancient prin- 
ciples which the State had so long acted upon; and 
he referred to the various numbers voting on the 


several resolutions adopted by the Legislature to | 


show that public opinion was not misrepresented 
by the votes by which they were severally passed, 
and which, as they varied in number, proved that 
the members of the Legislature hau been actuated 
by adeep senae of tye responsibility which devolved 
upon them. They had judged each resolution 
upon is own Pop and merits, and, as he was happy 
to inform the House, they had not in that Legisla- 
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| had snthivioedl him to travel beyond the laws and 


|| his leger to pick up newspaper charges against the 
| bank, and exert his financial powers for the pres- 


| ervation of the public morals, &c. 


He averred 
that the Secretary had not offered one single finan- 


| cial reason for his act. 


Mr. G. submitted to the House whether a single 


_ evil alleged as a reason for the removal of the de- 


posites had been avoided or cured by the act. 


| The Secretary knew that the bank was a hard 


master, reaping where it had not sown, and it was 
his duty to foresee the results of his rash measure. 


only embarrass the business of the country, but 
would, by diminishing the revenue one third in 


| 
| 
i It was his duty to know that the act would not 


| amount, render necessary a resort to an increased 
| tariff of duties. 


Mr. G. could not help coming to 


| the conclusion that there were other reasons for 


| the act than those which met the eye. 


He could 
hardly believe that the Secretary himself was sat- 
isfied with the reasons which he had presented. 


| His impressions were strengthened by the fact that 


Mr. Dnane, in his third letter, states that the Pres- 
| ident had said of the last Congress, that if it had 
| sat one week longer it would have been bribed by 
| the bank to renew its charter; and that the same 


|, would be the case with this Congress if he did not 
|| interfere by removing the deposiies before the 


| commencement of thesession. Heasked whether 


|| the House was prepared to sustain the President 


tions, which were ultimately destined, instead of | 


representing, to bury the voice of thepeople. Hus 
colleague had objected to the preamble of the reso- 
lutions. But while Virginia had enough of abuse 
heaped upon her; while she had been denounced 
by the press, abused as being second only to South 
Carolina, he little expected to find one of her sons, 


| in acts which were founded on such suspicions? 
ture any party machinery, caucuses, or conven- || 


He himself felt assured, and upon his representa- 
tive responsibility he would express his belief, that 


| the President asked and used the influence of per- 
_ sons who were unworthy of his confidence. He 
| compared his administration to the reign of Eliza- 


beth, beginning in brightness and glory, and end- 
ing, through the influence of bad counsels, in dis- 
grace andgloom. ‘The cry of  Recharter, rechar- 


and one of whom she was justly proud, joining || ter,’ which was raised whenever the subject was 
with those who wished toexpose her; and hemight || touched, was wholly unfounded The whole of 
be permitted to wish thet, after the excitement || the southern States, in a body, were opposed to 


which prevailed in debate had subsided, his hon- 
orable colleague, in his cooler moments, had not 
reiterated his objections in the terms he did, but 
that he would have dropped a tear of regret upon 
them, and have blotted them out forever. 


Mr. G.,afteradverting to the arguments adduced | 


to maintain the power of the President over the 


‘Treasury, contended that their great error was in | 


supposing that the Treasury Department was an 
executive one; and he referred to the proceedings 
of the conventions held in New York, Virginia, 


Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania, to show that it | 


was not considered so, either prior to, or by the 
articles of, the Constitution itself. ‘he position 
that had been assumed was, that the President, in 
his executive character, being responsible to the 
people, had the right of supervision or control, 
and could remove from office such officers only as 
were given to aid him in the discharge of his 
executive duties. He did not conceive that the 
President had any right to remove from office those 
who were not responsible to him, for a mere differ- 
ence of opinion; and he argued to prove that if the 
doctrines maintained, that the President had this 
unrestricted right of removal, were correct, that 
ultimately he must ingulf all the powers vested by 


the Constitution in all the other branches of the 
Government. 


Mr. G. proceeded to argue that the power of | 
removing thedeposites was notan executive power. | 


The very fact that the Secretary was obliged to 
come here with his reasons was sufficient proof 
of the fact that Congress intended to render the 
Secretary independent of the President in the exer- 
cise of the power of removing the deposites. The 
President had powers in reference to the bank, but 
of a different nature from this. He could issue a 
scire fucias against the bank, and try the question 
of its alleged violation of the charter. But the 
President says he had not time to issue a scire 
facias, and that he must, therefore, in order to see 
the laws faithfully executed, remove the deposites, 
and remove the Secretary of the Treasury in order 
to remove the deposites. This construction of 


| the recharter of the bank. The President, the 
| Vice President, and a majority of this House were 


| opposed to a recharter; and the object, whoever 


| 
i] 

| 
1} 
\| 
i 
| 


1} 


! 


| 


| revolt at. 


might have itin view, was altogether unattainable. 


| For himself he thanked the chairman of the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means for his second resolu- 
tion, that ** the bank ought not to be rechartered,”” 
and would support it. But he wished to see the 
injury done to the Constitution and to public faith, 
by the removal of the deposites, repaired by their 
restoration. 

Mr. MOORE, of Virginia, spoke in earnest vin- 
dication of Governor Floyd from the charge of 
having addressed an offensive and improper letter 


} to the Representatives of Virginia. Ifthe Governor 


had committed an offence, he was entitled toa fair 
trial, and to be confronted with his accusers. But 
to drag the Governor to the bar of this House, to 
answer to the House, as judges and accusers, for 
an offence against the dignity of its measures, was 
a measure which the sense of the House would 
For his part, he would rather that the 


| waves of the ocean should roll over the State and 


_a degradation. 


| the gentleman. 


blot itout forever, than that it should undergo such 
His colleague had asked where 
Governor Floyd had got his notions. I can tell 
He got them in the mountains of 
Virginia, where men are as free as the air which 
they breathe. He would suggest, too, that if Gov- 
ernor Floyd had no right to comment upon the 


_ course of the Virginia delegation, his colleague had 


| no right to comment upon the Richmond resolu- 


| tions. 


It is settled by the practice of the House 


| that a man might abuse his own constituents, but 
| not that he may call in question the views of those 


who are not his constituents. It seemed that his 
colleague had heard a voice from Virginia, differ- 
ing from the sentiments of the Legislature. It was 


_ true, that the question of removing the deposites 


executive duties, Mr. G. pronounced to be dan- | 


gerous as well as absurd. 

Mr. G. then passed to the consideration of the 
principles contended for by the Secretary in his 
reasons, and asked, who had made the Secretary 
the political and moral monitor of the nation? Who 


had sunk into insignificance. It was now a ques- 
tion between liberty and slavery; and it was much 
to be feared that the removal of the deposites was 
but the first in a series of measures by which it 
was designed to transform our institutions into a 
corrupt monarchy, based on the influence of office- 
holders and State banks. Hespoke much of the 
danger to be apprehended from the forty thousand 
| Office-holders, and stated that the danger from this 
course of a consolidation of powers in the Govern- 
‘ ment had early attracted the attention of the Le- 
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islature of Virginia. The talk about the litical 
mee of the bank was absurd. in the a 
| State of Pennsylvania, where last year the Legis. 


|| lature voted unanimously in favor of the bank, the 


| Nationa! Administration was stronger than in any 
| other State. If the bank could not control the 
politics of the State where it is located, how idle it 
was to apprehend its influence over the politics of 
other States. The people could not much longer 
be deceived. The southern merchants when they 
f° to New York to buy goods, and find that they 

ave to pay four or five per cent. discount on their 
money, will come home and tell their neighbors 
what is the effect, and what is the object of the ex- 
periment of the Administration. He would sug- 
gest to the advisers of a specie medium, the expe- 
diency of first trying the experiment of depriving 
the people of the facilities and comforts which they 
have derived from the paper system. The sger- 
vices of General Jackson would not much longer 
blind the people to the fact that he is under im- 
poset influence. The day of reckoning was at 

and. The people would require an account of 
the. twenty-two millions which had been squan- 
dered during the last year. He knew the opera- 
tions by which the public sentiment of Virginia 
was to be revolutionized; but he was also certain 
that they would fail of effect. The people of Vir- 
ginia would not be reduced to political prostitution 
by the offer of the Vice Presidency to Virginia. 
He did not know that it had been offered, but he 
expected soon to see, in some distant newspaper, 
the nomination of a son of Virginia as the next 
Vice President. Mr. M.,inconclusion, alluded to 
the party divisions of Virginia which now weuk- 
ened her strength, and declared his belief that those 
dissensions would soon vanish, and that the whole 
State would present an undivided front against 
executive abuses and usurpations. 

Mr. PINCKNEY rose and said, he must deny 
the right that was assumed by the member from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Parron,] on a former day, to censure 
the convention and other proceedings which were 
held in South Carolina; but as the State had been 
thus assailed, he hoped he might eet to 
defend it. Upon this occasion, he felt he must 
lament the want of that member from Virginia 
whom they had so lately followed to the grave, 
et eras) for he would not have thus charged 

outh Carolina, but would have thrown himself 
into the breach, and have gallantly maintained the 
rights of South Carolina, as he would have his 
own beloved Virginia. He was the steadfast ad- 
vocate of State rights. It was a remarkable fact, 
that this worthy successor of Randolph, and dying 
with that name upon his lips, shortly previous to 
his death, stated to him (Mr. P.) that he had de- 
fended his State from charges similar to those which 
had been preferred against her. 


The gentleman said South Carolina had acted 


‘‘rashly.’”? He should like, if so, to know what 
constituted prudence. Was it not notorious that 
she petitioned, and by her Legislature sent remon- 
strances to Congress for ten long years? And with 
what result ?—that her petitions and remonstrances 
were treated with neglect, until at length that act 
(the tariff) was passed, which went to make her 
slaves to the North, and filled up the measure of her 
degradation. Would the honorable member from 
Virginia have had her fold her arms and make no 
effort in her own defence? But the men who were 
thus charged with acting “rashly”’ well under- 
stood the perils of their situation. They looked, 
however, to the consequences; they looked to the 
cost; they found there was nothing so intolerable 
to bear as the chains of slavery that were forged 
for them. 

The gentleman said if they were not so rash, 
Carolina would have got better terms; but he con- 
tended that what they desired they had generally 
obtained. Although there were some objectionable 
provisions in the compromise bill, yet she obtained 
by her own exertions, much that was substan- 
tial and valuable, for which she had contended. 
He would ask, what better terms could she have 
made. The compromise bill, bad as it might be 
in some respects, found no favor from the Admin- 
istration, and if it were not for the exertions of the 
distinguished statesmen, whom Carolina honored, 
little indeed would the South have obtained at their 


hands. He would here remark, that hereafter,as 


the people of Carolina now knew their situation, 
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and their eyes were opened, they would no longer '| morial had not said so. From this error arose the 


kneel tothe foot of the throne for relief; he desired’ || charge of an alteration having been made in the | 
that they would hold on to that determination, for | memorial after its circulation, which was respectful 


no persons could be enslaved, except those who 
were willing to be so. 
mony as to the state So feeling in relation to | 
the deposites, and he had the gratification to know, | 
that on this question, Nullifiers and Unionists | 


| 





| and temperate in its language. 


county, he would say that gentlemen needed no 
man’s endorsement for the truth of his remarks. 
Whether there was a mistake of one per cent. in || 


joined in reprobating the act of removal as one of || the number of signers, friends of the Administra- 


executive usurpation; they had abstained, how- 
ever, from giving any opinion, and he thought 
wisely, on the question of the constitutionality of | 
the bank; as when that question came up it would | 
be the proper time to express their opinion upon 
it. Whilst he could not assent to the power of 
Congress to charter the bank, without an amend- 
ment of the Constitution for that purpose, he was 
bound to confess that the institution had done 
much good; and he would say, when this amend- 
ment should be made, the State-rights party gen- 
erally would feel themselves bound to give their 
suffrages in favor of the present bank. 

After reviewing the charges brought against the | 
bank, he could not agree that there was anything | 
to blame in its conduct. The outcry was, how- | 
ever, made, that it was curtailing its discounts to | 
produce a recharter. He denied this, and attrib- | 
uted all the evils the country was suffering, to a | 


desire on the part of the Executive to crush the |! 


would decide whether the House would rise in the | 
majesty of the people, and assert their right to | 
have the constitutional control over the public | 
purse, or lay at the feet of the President the Con- | 
stitution and the laws. | 

| 


| 
institution. The question now, however, at issue, 
| 
| 


Mr. P. dwelt, at some length, on the various 


measures of the President and the heads of de- || 


partments, all of which he denounced as usurpa- 
tions-of authority, founded upon the assumption 


that each officer may execute the law according to || 


his own construction of it, and according to his 
own notions of its general expediency. Who | 
made the Secretary of the Treasury the conserva- | 
tor of our liberties, and the censor of our morals? | 
It was bad enough to listen to such language from 
the President; and if the House would hear it from 
the President, they deserved to hear it from the 
Secretary. 

Here Mr. P., without concluding, yielded the 
floor to a motion to adjourn; and, 


On motion of Mz. MERCER, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, March 11, 1834. 
Several messages, upon executive business, 
were received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Donetson, his Private Secretary. 


Mr. PRENTISS presented the memorial of 130 
inhabitants of Burlington, Vermont, praying fora 
restoration of the public deposites to the Bank of 
the United States. Mr. P. accompanied the pre- 
sentation of the memorial with some explanatory 
remarks, and concluded with a motion that it be 
read, referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
weeny to be printed. The memorial was read; 
when 

Mr. SWIFT made some remarks in favor of 
the petition of the memorialists. 

Mr. CLAY said he wished to take this occasion 
to correct a mistake in a matter of fact, made by 
one of the honorable gentlemen from New York, 
the other day, in presenting a memorial from the 
citizens of the city of Troy, on which occasion it 
was said that the names of but one hundred friends 
of the Administration were upon the memorial. 
The remark was made on the authority of the | 
Representative from that district in the House of | 
Representatives. He held in his hand a letter, 
signed by several respectable citizens of Troy, | 
Stating, among other things, that not less than | 
four hundred of the friends of this Administration 
had signed that memorial, which he would read. 
{Here Mr. C. read the letter. } 





|| tion, he did not know. But Pn penne was 


| 
| 
| 


| say there were but one hundred friends of the Ad- 


i} 


| 








need not have informed us that he intended to 


| might be fully as respectable as he was said to be, 
| but he believed he resided some fifteen miles from 


| then referred according to Mr. PRENTISS’S 


| Butler, of Florida, praying compensation for ser- | 
'| vices rendered; which was referred to the Com- 


| pecuniary distress of the country. 


daily calling on him for a printed copy of that | 


memorial—he had heard of his having made a || 


misrepresentation in this respect, and he wanted | 


to see it. 
Mr. CLAY replied that the Troy representative 


Troy, and it was hazarding a good deal in him to 


ministration on the memorial. 
The memorial from Burlington, Vermont, was 


motion. 
Mr. WHITE presented the petition of Robert 


mittee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further | 
consideration of the petition of David Brearley; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the memo- 
rial of 454 voters of Patterson, New Jersey, asking | 
thé interference of Congress for the restoration of || 
the public deposites to the Bank of the United || 
States, alleging their removal as the cause of the 


Also, a petition signed by 670 citizens of the 
same town, of a counter character, ascribing the 





States, and praying that the deposites may not be | 
restored. 


| Opponent. 


| were threatening revolution. 
/a bank was of the most doubtful character, and to 
| say that the Constitution granted a power which 
| was capable of producing this state of things, 

/ was a libel on the wisdom and patriotism of its 


| tion of constitutionality had been settled. 
| did not regard it as settled. 
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— 
| 


had been experienced in its proper forms. So far 


| as the legislative expressions were an index to pub- 
| lic opinion, it was strongly in favor of the Admin- 
In justice to the || 
He wished to hear testi- || representative in the other House from Rensselaer 


istration. And the Legislature of New Jersey, too, 
had passed approbatory resolutions; and, so far as 


| they were an exponent of the public will there, it 
| was also in favor of the Administration. 


But he 
had just heard language used here—Senatorsrisin 

in their places and threatening revolution—whic 

struck him with some surprise. The gentleman 
from Delaware, [Mr. Crayron,] a few days since, 
stated that there weretwo remedies for the alleged 
evils—one by the ballot-box, and the other the 
right of revolution; that his constituents had 


| strong arms and stout hearts for taking the means 
of redress in their own hands. 


And who did this 
Why, 


_extraordinary language proceed from? 


| from gentlemen who were constantly ringing in 


| our ears a reverence for the jaws and the Consti- 
tution. While in one breath the Executive was 
| charged with trampling the laws and the Consti- 
| tution in the dust, they were in the next oe 
freemen to rally under the flag of rebellion; an 
| yet they are the exclusive guardians of the law 
and the Constitution. If he had no other objec- 
| tion than this to the bank, the daily events which 
| are passing before our eyes would make him its 
The bank was shaking this free Gov- 
ernment to its center, and its partisans and friends 
The power to create 


framers. 
The bank was operating on the liberties of this 
country to a greater extent than all the delegated 


| powers in the Constitution put together were 


capable of doing. He needed no other arguments 


j | to establish its unconstitutionality than this. It had 
|| distress to the course of the Bank of the United || 


been said by honorable gentlemen that the ques- 
Buthe 
In 1810 or 11 the 


Also, the proceedings of a public meeting, held || Congress of the United States decided against it. 


four upper townships of the county of Morris, New || 
Jersey, expressive of the confidence of the meeting 
in the patriotism and wisdom of the Executive, 
recognising the right of the Legislature to instruct || 
Senators, and approbatory of the measures of the || 
Secretary of the Treasury in the removal of the || 
deposites. i 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN said, that in regard || 
to the great subject of complaint in the country, || 
even the friends of the Administration did not jus- |, 


had said but yesterday, that if he had been con- | 
sulted upon it, he would neyer have advised the 
measure; and the other Senator, his colleague, 
said, that if it were not a party question, two | 
thirds of each House of Congress would have | 


|| voted for the restoration of the deposites; and yet | 


the Legislature of New Jersey have instructed 
their Senators here to vote to sustain the Admin- 
istration in a measure which its own friends do not | 
approve. But gentlemen say the bank is a mon- +) 
ster, and must go down; and we are advised to sit | 
still, and submit to the acts of the Administration | 
in relation to it, and listen calmly, and cease our | 
cries. He would not cease; he would go on until | 
their cries of distress should reach every hill and | 
valley, and he would be willing to sit here till the | 
end of the year, and if the ballot-boxes decided for | 
power, he would submit, but not till then. 

Mr. BROWN said there was not a man who | 
regarded the right of petition on the part of the | 
people, and the obligation of their representatives 
to hear it, as moresacred than himself. The gen- 
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. Frecincnursen} 


sound the notes of alarm. Mr. B. admitted that || 
the notes of alarm were not to be sounded, but that || 
they had been sounded, for the last three or four || 
months, in language used to overawe the Congress || 


of the Union. This not availing, the language | 


tify the measure of the Secretary of the Treasury. | 
The elder Senator from Georgia (Mr. Forsyrtu] |, 


in pursuance of notice, of the inhabitants of the || He admitted the decision in its favor by the Su- 


preme Court of the United States; and while, aga 
citizen, he would yield every respect and obedience 


| to that decision, yet, as a Senator here, he would 


ield to no judicial decision. He would recognise 
its doctrines only to the extent of his own reason, 
and no further. Suppose the legislative branches 
of the Government were to submit to the Supreme 
Court, that court would absorb all the powers of 
Congress. He was opposed to the existence of 
the bank, or the prolongation of its existence in 
any shape. He viewed it as a question of liberty. 
It had undertaken to harass the people, to over- 


| awe Congress; and should we present the spec- 
| tacle of yielding to its menaces ? 
| give ita single day of life beyond the time speci- 
| fied in its charter was to compromise the Consti- 


He held that to 


tution and the independence of the people. The 
people owed it to themselves to vindicate them- 


| selves from the gross libel which had been pro- 
| mulgated against them, that they could not get 


along without the bank, and to show to the world 
that the sources of their prowperity were in their 


| industry and the fertility of the soil and the genial 


climate of the country. But he had heard another 


' expression from the honorable gentleman from 


Massachusetts equally alarming, that Congress 
should be kept here without rising unless some 
relief should bedevised. What, sir, have we arrived 
at such a period that Congress should be compelled 
to sit longer than ever it had done before, only on 
account of the bank? This was not the least 
alarming of the expressions we had heard. Mr. B. 
contended that it was high time to take a decided 


| stand against the bank. We were told that the 
| distress was accumulating, and that we mus tlisten 


to the will of the people. But gentlemen were 

reagby mistaken if they supposed that the people 
were to bedriventosubmit. In proportion to their 
distresses the people would feel an elasticity of 
spirit which would enable them to surmount them. 
They would manifest the same feeling which they 


Mr. WRIGHT said that the remarks in the || of supplication had since been resorted to, and did when the Capito! was in flames during the last 
Troy papers on this subject, were made through || the gentleman from Kentucky had recommended || war—they would only be roused to greater exer- 
mistake. He was reported as having said, on || you, sir, to go to the Executive and supplicate | tions to overcome the evil. 
presenting the Troy memorial, that the memorial- || him to retrace his steps. The gentleman from || Mr. CLAYTON said the gentleman from North 


ists imputed their distress to the removal of the || New Jersey seemed to think that public opinion | Carolina [Mr. Brown] misunderstood him in the 
deposites. He did not so state, because the me- |! was against the Administration; but so far as that || remarks he made the otherday. If that gentleman 








ets 
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ee ST 
had not postponed his reply so long, but had hon- 
ored him with his notice at the time, he would | 
have taken pleasure in correcting him. 

W bat he said was, that the people of the whole 
country were suffering distress, and that they 
would not be content tll they had 4 
change through the ballot-boxes. Mr. C. said 
he did go for a revolution, but it was for that kind | 
of revolution which should bring back the Gov- 





| 


| the good of the country, perhaps the decision of || 
|| the President was best. 
ernment to the true principles of the Constitution, || of complaint against the honorable 





‘New Jersey was mistaken in regard to his (Mr. 
F.’s) situation. He had not said that he con- 


|| demned the removal of the deposites, or that he did 


not defend it. He had defended it, and his defence 
was before the world. He had said that he would 


roduced a || have delayed it. As a party man, he said he 


regretted there had not been more delay; but for 


ut he had another cause 
tleman from 


and until that was done, he cared not whether we | New Jersey. The gentleman said that he (Mr. 


were driven to power to accomplish it. But he 
preferred the ballot-box, and when, as men, we | 
complained of the Constitution being trampled 
under foot, he held to the right of exercising that 


| 


F.) complained of the ee made here. 
r. FRELINGHUYS disclaimed any allu- 
sion to him. 
Mr. FORSYTH resumed. It was but the other 


power, which our fathers exerted in the war of || day that he complained of talking teo much—of 
the Revolution. The gentleman from North Caro- || 
lina had said that the distress had not reached his || 


constituents; probably the fact would be otherwise 
byand by. He (Mr. C.) was convinced that two 
months would not elapse till the tone of many of 
those who have sustained this Administration will 
be completely changed. We had been told, too, 
by another honorable gentleman, that our cries 
were like those made in obedience to the mandate | 
of the preacher who cried, Groan, sinner, groan. | 
But he thought there was a certain class of poli- | 
ticians who would not be less loud in their groans | 
by and by. The gentleman (Mr. Brown] com- | 
plained of the power of the bank, but could see no 
danger from the ene of executive power; 
none coming from the White House. He proudly 
acknowledged himself to be one of those who sus- 
tained the Jeffersonian principles, and yet the 
very men whom he sustained, rose into power | 
on the contest between the executive and the 
people. 

Mr. BROWN said he should not have noticed 
the gentleman’s observations, if he had not been 
led to it by the remarks of other gentlemen. The 
gentleman from Delaware (Mr, Ciayton] yet tells 
us that he approves of the people releasing them- 
selves from their alleged embarrassments at the 
polls; but if they cannot effect it in that way, they | 
must do it at any rate. He has stated that they 
must be released at all events; and we are to 
understand him as having adopted the maxim 
** Peaceably if we can, forcibly if we must.’ Sir, 
the great mass of the people will scowl at and 


throwing too much light on the subject. One 
thing was certain, if the people were suffering or 
had any cause of complaint, so far as the Senate 
were in fault, the sin laid at the door of gentlemen 


|| on the other side of the House. In vain could they 


expect relief from the President or the Adminis- 
tration; they know the sentiments of the Admin- 
istration not to be theirs. Why, then, did they not 
act upon their own views? Why notact? Do they 
decline acting here because they want the action 
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of the people on the other end of the House, with | 


a view to make their action correspond with the 


majority here? If gentlemen imagine that by delay 


| what was sought for. 


they may expect the people to act on the other 
end of the Capitol, why they will have the benefit 
of the experiment. It was impossible to shut our 
eyes to the fact that the recharter of the bank was 
If we could be blind now, 
our eyes would be opened shortly. But there 


| surely was enough in a neighboring State within 


a few days past to determine what the views of 


_ the people were on this subject. Here was a State 


centemn the invitation to repair to the standard || 


of revolt. They never can be induced to rally in 
support of a great moneyed neatgrase, He ad- | 
mitted the right of the people, to the fullest extent, | 
to resist the unlawful measures of the Government; 
but he never would believe that the people would | 
submit to the rule of a moneyed aristocracy. The 
gentleman said that he (Mr. Brown) perceived 
great dangers in the bank, but could apprehend 
none from the White House. Mr. B. oald he had 
thoroughly and carefully examined the subject 
alluded to, and his vision was too obtuse to see 
the dangers in it which some other gentlemen saw. 
But if it were otherwise, he would not place the 
custody of the public money in the power of the 
bank, which was irresponsible to the people. The 
President of the United States was responsible to 
the people every four years; it was not so with 


almost the largest in the Union—a State whose 
Legislature was but a short time since unanimous 
in favor of the institution; and what was the state 
of the case now? A thorough change had taken 
place, and the cry rung from one end of the State 
to the other, ** Down with the bank!’’ Mr. F. 
said he thought this would have been sufficient to 
startle gentlemen, and to satisfy them that their 
anticipations were without foundation. When 
gentlemen look to the light which they perceive to 
be breaking through for the purpose of prostrating 
those in power, he would suppose they would not 


be very sorry for it, or that the experiment, as 


they termed it, had been made. Supposing there 
should be distress, and the widow and the orphan 
should be made to feel it, what a glorious reason 
it would afford for exclaiming against the tyrant, 


| and for hurling the despot from his throne. But 


he thought gentlemen would find themselves mis- 


_ taken in their expectations of the effect to be pro- 


| duced by it. 


the bank, which was chartered for twenty years, | 


and thus removed from the people during that 
whole period; its influence was invisible—its oper- 
ations removed from the public eye—it insinuated 
itself into a thousand places where the public eye 
could not trace it out. The conduct of the Execu- | 
tive was visible, while that of a great moneyed 
institution, and an irresponsible power, was secret, 
and therefore dangerous to the liberties of the 


people. 

Mr. FORSYTH said we had now presented to 
us a fair advertisement of the avowed purpose of 
petitioning Congress and adding to the groans 
already sounded in our ears; and here we have 
the result. He thought there was sufficientqow 
before us to teach gentlemen not to be misappre- 
hending the condition of the country. The gen- 
tleman from New Jersey had made a long speech 
on the subject, and yet from the State of New Jer- 
sey we had three cheers for one groan. The gen- 
tleman from Delaware thought there was a certain 
class of politicians who would groan for their | 
political sins, instead of by commands from the | 
palpe. Mr. F. congratulated the gentleman on the | 

iscovery he had made. But the gentleman from | 


| in his observations. 


We shall soon see. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN observed, that if he 
had fallen into complainte, if he had been making 
long speeches, he had only been doing what the 
gentleman from Georgia did, not what he said. 
His situation surely was sufficiently embarrassing; 
but his wheel, which was turning, might yet place 
himself and the gentleman in a similar situation; 
and when he should receive instructions, if he 
determined to disobey them, he should have his 
hearty support and countenance. 

Mr. FORSYTH disclaimed anything personal 
He thanked the gentleman 
from New Jersey for his good wishes. As to the 
situation of the honorable gentleman from New 
Jersey, he sincerely sympathized with him, and 
hoped that, before long, the Lord would send him 
deliverance. 


Mr. SPRAGUE rose to protest against the gen- | 


tleman from Georgia imputing sentiments here to 


Senators, which he, for one, entirely repudiated, | 


that we were not sorry this experiment had been 
tried. The gentleman was not authorized to sa 
so. All deeply lamented the Executive experi- 


ment on the business and happiness of the people | 


of the United States. The gentleman hoped the 


experiment would not be so fatal as those trying | 
He (Mr. S.) protested against | 


it would make it. 
its being made a mere party question; for he be- 
lieved he, and those with whom he acted, would 
almost agree to perpetuate the Administration of 
the present Chief Magistrate, if he would grant 
relief. When he looked at the effect of this meas- 
ure on his constituents, and that this effect would 

















go on, he saw that it was a measure which must 
prostrate their happiness, their business, and their 
Peet 
| Mr. RSYTH replied that the gentleman 
| from Maine [Mr. Spracve] protested against the 
| injustice of having ascribed to him gratification at 
| the ‘*experiment,”” as he calls it. Well, nobod 
knew his motives better uhan he did himeclt 
| But when his course }re, for the last four years, 
| had been marked with a constant succession of 
charges against this Administration, he must have 
a strangely constituted mind, if he did not desire 
the Administration to be thrown out of power, 
Now, where was the injustice of supposing this, 
when the gentleman — he had his foot upon 
the neck of the tyrant? He might shut his eyes 
on the operations of his own mind, but others 
could see it. And when declarations are daily 
made here against the whole party, are we not jus- 
tified by the gentleman’s example? Did he not 
every day impute unworthy motives to his oppo- 
nents here? Let the gentleman’s conduct go to 
his constituents: he tells us we don’t understand 
public opinion. Does the noise he hears come 
from HIs constituents, or does he know more of 
other parts of the United States than he does of 
his own? Jf not, he is in error; if in other parts 
of the United States, hecan’t be at his own home. 
He was accused by the gentleman of groaning, 
and yet groaned himself; yet he would not change 
his condition for that of the honorable gentleman, 
under any circumstances. I maintain a situation 
far above party, which, so help me God, | will 
stand in. hope the gentleman will give and 
take; and when he makes imputations broadcast 
upon others, he will be willing to receive them in 
return again. 

Mr. SPRAGUE said it was easy to make broad 
general declarations, impugning the motives of 
others. He would be obliged to the gentleman 
from Georgia, if he would specify particular in- 
stances. He had always endeavored to treat gen- 
tlemen here with respect, and would have been 
obliged to the gentleman to have mentioned an 
instance when he had not done so. The gentle- 
man had referred to the opinions of his constitu- 
ents. But the time might arrive when the people 
of Georgia would express opinions against the gen- 
tleman’s course. He (Mr. S.) knew the people 
of Maine—he was bound to consult their interests, 
although he knew his political life would be sacri- 
ficed by it. He believed that if they knew and 
could perceive the truths which were poured in 
here, in relation to this Administration, they would 
sustain him in the stand he had taken against it. 
If personal objects had been in his view, could he 
not have seen the means of obtaining executive 
patronage, and have yielded his support to the 
Administration ? 

Mr. FORSYTH thought the issue had been 
made between us. The question was about de- 
votion to power; to those possessing patronage 
within a few years past. If the gentleman would 
cast his eyes back some twleve years, he would 
find that his devotion to the Powers that be, had 
been much greater than his. [twas his (Mr. F.’s) 
misfortune to have differed with most of the Ad- 
ministrations since he had had the honor of a seat 
in the Congress of the United States, and with this 
one, also, on some points. The cries of patronage 
against the Powers that be, were nothing more than 
that those who were out of power might displace 
those whowere in power. It was not quite so easy 
to get power from the people, as place from those 
in power. Let gentlemen, then, get their places 
if they had no higher ambition than to get a on, 
office under the Government. For himself, his 
ambition laid higher. 

Some further remarks were made by Messrs. 
SHEPLEY and SPRAGUE, when the memorials 





|| were referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. GRUNDY presented the memorial of the 
trustees of Nashville University, asking the inter- 
position of Congress in effecting a change of cer- 
tain lands formerly granted for the use of that in- 
stitution; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. c : 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Peter H. Green, 
which was read a first time, and the report and 
accompanying documents were then ordered to be 
pdetel” 
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Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, re- 


rted a bill for the relief of the heirs of Samuel 

ibbs, with an amendment. The report and 
amendment were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, re 

rted a bill from the House of Representatives 
for the relief of the executors of Samuel Peers, and 
the executors of Joseph Falconer, with an amend- 
ment; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary, reported a bill for the relief of Ithiel Town; | 


which was read. 
Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, re- 


rted a bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas | 


orthington, deceased; which, at his instance, 
without being read, was laid on the table. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, without amendment, for the relief of 
James Tilford; which was read. 


Mr. NAUDAIN, from the same committee, re- | 


—_ a bill for the relief of Joseph Tilghman and |) ¢5, its third reading to-morrow. 


enjamin Bird, without amendment, and of Job 
Pomeroy with an amendment. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented a petition from sun- 
dry inhabitants of Vermillion county, Illinois, 
praying the establishment of a post route. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, pursuant to notice, 
introduced a bill relative to certain land claims in 
Alabama; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
GRUNDY: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate the 
dates of the proclamations, and the times of sales 
specified in each, for the sales of the public lands 
in the district of country acquired from the Choc- 
taw tribe of Indians by the treaty of Dancing Rab- 
bit Creek, and from the Creek tribe of Indians in 
Alabama; and also the causes, if any existed, of 
a shorter notice being given for the sale of these 
os than is usual in the sale of the other public 
ands. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the memo- 
rial of Samuel Smith and others, setting forth their 
claims to a reservation of lands; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition from an officer in the late war, 
who was disbanded at its close, praying a grant 
of land for himself and other officers in similar 
circumstances, in consideration of the embarrass- 
ments growing out of a charf&e thus effected in 
their situation. The memorial was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. EWING called up the resolution submitted || 


by him the other day, when, after some modifica- 
tions and amendments, made by Mr. GRUNDY 
and the mover, they were severally adopted. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of John McClanahan; 
which was read. 

Mr. TIPT 


the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAYTON called up for consideration his 
resolutions, submitted a few days since; which 
were considered, modified, and amended by Mr. 
GRUNDY and the mover, and adopted. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of 
Oliver Cromwell; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the Senate, 
a little before four o’clock, proceeded to executive 
business, and continued therein until half past five 
o’clock, when 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Toespay, March 11, 1834. 


Mr.J. Q@. ADAMS said that not having had an 
opportunity yesterday to present the resolutions 
of the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts, he now asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to present them. 

An objection being made, . 

Mr. ADAMS moved the suspension of the rule 
of the House for the purpose of enabling him to 
present the resolutions. 





ON presented the petition of Robert || 
Harris; which was referred to the Committee on || 
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———— 


The motion was rejected. 
Mr. THOMSON, from the Committee on Mili- 


heirs of Colonel Rosewell Lee; read twice. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, reported an act | 
for the benefit of Pamela Adams; read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Henry 
Stoddard, representative of Francis Duchoquet; 


which was read twice, committed to a Committee | 


of the Whole House,-and made the order of the 
day for to-morrow. 

Mr. CARR, from the same committee, reported 
a bill from the Senate for the relief of Lafontaine 
& Son, without an amendment; which was re- 


|| ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 


made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. CARR, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of William O’ Neale, of Indiana; 
which was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed 
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|| ling to suspend his remarks, in order that he might 
| be enabled to call up the appropriation bills. 

tary Affairs, oo a bill for the relief of the | 


_ Mr. CLAYTON said he would willingly assist 
in that object after he had finished his speech, 
and he would promise not to say all now that he 


knew. 


A motion was then made to proceed to the 
orders of the day, and agreed to. 


THE #*UBLIC DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, submitted by Mr. Manors, 


|| of Alabama: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


| of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
| Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 


United States in the State banks; and, also, as 
to the expediency of defining by law all contracte 


| hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 


Mr. CARR, from the same committee, reported || 


a bill for the relief of John Bills, with an amend- | 
ment from the Senate; which was committed. 

On motion of Mr. CARR, the papers in the case 
of Louis Honore Tesson are ordered to be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Private Land Claims. | 

Mr. DUNCAN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill from the Senate; which was 
committed. 


Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign | 
Affairs, reported the following resolution; which | 
was agreed to: 


of purchasing the library and the official and pri- 
vate manuscript papers of General Washington, | 
to be deposited in the Department of State. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, from the Committee | 
on the Judiciary, reported a bill from the Senate, | 
for changing the time of holding the courts of the 
United States in the district of Delaware; which | 
was twice read, and ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from the Committee | 


| 


|| he coul 
Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Af- || 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency || 


safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 


|, the same. 


Mr. CLAYTON resumed, and proceeded to 
controvert the positions assumed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in relation to his powers over the 


|| public money, and to the duties enjoined upon the 
| bank when incorporated; arguing to show that the 


bank was established by the Government from the 
necessity that then existed to have their funds 
transferred from one part of the Union to the other, 
torevive commerce, preserve the currency from the 
ruinous state to which it was reduced by the bad 
paper currency, and for other purposes. The act 
of incorporation being in the nature of a contract, 

i net agree, however desirous the Govern- 
ment might be to succeed with the present exper- 
iment, that they had the same right which a sover- 
eign State might have to nullify their own contract. 
But reviewing all the circumstances of the act of 


| removing the deposites, it was evident to him that, 


| asthe President had taken theresponsibility of the 


| 


on Private Land Claims, reported a Senate bill, | 


with amendments, for the adjustment of land | 
claims in Louisiana. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the Com- |, 
mittee of the Whole be discharged from the fur- || 


ther consideration of the bill to provide for the | 
final settlement of land claims in Louisiana, Ar- | 
kansas, and Florida; so as to bring the bill into | 
the House. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH opposed the motion, as it 
gave preference to the bill over other business. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, urged the necessity | 
of speedy action on the bill,in order to relieve the 
Committee on Private Land Claims from the ne- | 
cessity of acting, without sufficient evidence, upon | 
a large mass of claims. 


| 


Messrs. JOHNSON and SEVIER supported | 
the motion; and the question being taken, the | 
motion was agreed to: | 

Ayes 85, noes 60. 

Mr. CLAIBORNE stated that he was requested | 
by the Committee on Elections to ask leave for | 
the committee to sit during the sittings of the 
House; and leave was accordingly granted. 

Mr. PARKS, from the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph V. 
Garnier; which was read twice and committed. 


| 
| 


| 
| 





i 
| 
j 
| 
} 
j 
} 


| 


_act upon himself, he had made up an issue which 


was to be decided upon, whether he or Congress 
was to have the future control over the purse of 
the nation. The arrangements made with the State 
banks by him, proved that he had transferred to 
them the rights to regulate commerce, coin money, 
and al] other powers given by the Constitution 
to the Government over the currency. It never 
had been contended that, when the charter was 
granted, Congress had usurped any power which 
rightfully belonged to the Executive. And he 
maintained that, as the power over the public 
money belonged to Congress of right, they alone, 
standing as contracting parties with the bank by 
the act incorporating it, had the control over it. 
The Secretary was directed to give hie reasons, 
but if the power was contended to be vested in the 
Executive, it would follow that Congress might 
have also required the President to give his rea- 
sons. Was not this an absurdity that naturally 
followed the doctrine? But where was there any 
ep ame for a law requiring the President to give 

is reasons to Congress for any official act? Su 

ose Congress had provided in the charter that the 
President should give his reasons for the removal 
of the deposites, if he did remove them; would he, 
as a coérdinate branch of the Government, have 


| submitted to the degradation? Was it not idle, 


then, to suppose that Congress had required rea- 


|| sons of an officer who had no will of his own, 


_and was the mere organ of the will of the Pres- 
| ident? 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Ter- || 


ritories, reported a bill providing for taking a | 
census of the inhabitants of the eastern division | 
of the Territory of Michigan, and of the Territory | 
of a which bill was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on | 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal | 
representatives of William Finley ; which was read | 
twice and committed. 

It wanting two minutes of one o’clock, Mr. 
CLAYTON, of Georgia, rose and said, he must | 
throw himself on the indulgence of the House for | 
permission to proceed with his remarks on the 
resolution submitted by the gentleman from Ala- 


| 


| 


} 





It was further attempted to capper the power 
of the President by arguments: That the Treasury 
was only a branch of the executive department, 
and that the appointing power, as well as the 
power of removal, gave the President the power of 
controlling the judgment of the officer executing 
the duties of the office. But he argued to show 
that, if such doctrines were true, then they must 
apply to all the other civil officers of the Govern- 
ment, and the President would be thus enabled to 
put at defiance every law which regulated the 
performance of duties specified by Congress. For 
example, he might interfere with the obligation of 
the Secretary to report his reasons to Congress, 
and desire him to report to himeelf, although this 
obligation to report to Congress was introduced b 


bama. He had had the misfortune, he said, to be | them in order to retain within their own hands 


knocked from one week into another. 


| full control over the deposites, which the Secretary 


Mr. POLK hoped the gentlemen would be wil-'' in his reasons had assumed they had parted with, 
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to him. When the charter was framed, it was in | The bill having been read by sections, ; | 
the power of Congress to appoint any individual || Mr. McK AY remarked, that as the expenditure | 
officer to remove the deposites and give his reasons || for the support of the Army was progressively | 
for the same. Suppose they had appointed the | increasing, he wished to show distinctly what was 
reporter of the Supreme Court: does any one sup- || the expenditure in each year; for this purpose | 
pose that he would have attempted to deprive || he moved to strike out 1,381,772 dollars for the | 
Congress of its rights over the public deposites, or || support of the Army and support of officers, and 
that any such attempt could be for a moment sus- || to make @ separate provision for the pay of ar- 
tained? Was it not, then, an abuse of power to || rearages for 1833, (which were included jn this 
attempt to deprive Congress of its rights by con- || sum.) He would move to insert forsupport, &c., | 


trolling the action of its agents, and fora purpose || for 1834, $1,286,986, and for the arrearayes of || 


which was bringing ruin and dismay throughout | 1833, $94,736. 
the land ? 

Mr. C. said, that to give the bank a blow and | made in such a shape as would effect the purpose; | 
make it reel, and then say goon, was mockery. and defended the present appropriation as neces- | 
To require the bank to do what it had always | sary under various increases which had been made | 
done, after taking away ten millions of dollars | to the service. 
from it, was unjust and ungenerous. But the | The amendment was then agreed to. 


consequences did not stop with the United States| The next section being an appropriation of | 
Bank—they reached the State banks, and com- || $59,179 for forage, | 


pelled them to redeem their discounts. Mr. C.\|" Mr. McKAY objected to it as too large, and 
referred to the paper read by the President to |) moved to reduce it to $54,331. 
show, he said, that the President did not believe || 


Mr. POLK contended that the establishment 


that the Bank of the United States would be able required the sum appropriated; after which, | 
| 


to go on and continue its accommodations tothe) Mr, McKAY having withdrawn his motion, the 
community after the removal of the deposites; yet appropriation was agreed to. 

now he told the merchants and mechanics of New || oe . OR 
York and Philadelphia to go to Nicholas Biddle 1 Ree sear for the medical staff having 
for relief. Suppose the President had laid a powder ' , one | 
magazine under the vaults of the bank, laid atrain, || b Mr. E. ee ames - coent an bill | 
and asked the vote of Congress to apply the match: mont, $1,825 A RT ee ae | 
would it not send a tremor to the heart of every || a : 
member? But thecase was the same in principle, || or oa that he was 0 by the 
but not in effect. Wrong in both cases was at- Joint brary Committee to propose thie asa remu- | 
tempted to be done tothe bank, and no mancould || eres ae ee by eee 
reconcile one act to his conscience more than the | a etoaat aoe aa f ho the Army to illustrate 
other. Righteousness, it oughteverto be remem- : ™M BOLK n ie oman vethiae of intaitens' 
bered, exalieth a nation; and injustice isa reproach - fa a oe wy Hh = h 4 aed 
to it. He characterized the act of the Presidentas || Sah urther r = a state f a me 
an abuse and perversion of power, and appealed a to be reported on by some of the commit: | 
to his friends of the State-Rights party for aid in : . 
resisting the principles on which the act was Mr. JONES objected to the allowance, and de- | 


founded. After the glorious triumph which they — Santee upon what principle it was sought | 
had achieved, he implored them not to submit to || : . 
this new abuse of executive authority. Mr. C. || Mr. E. EVERETT felt it unnecessary to go | 


passed to some statements respecting the Post {| we - ee as He ts ae 
Office Department, and said that it was reported | sain y just and proper to make an appro- | 
that contracts were given, and new routes made ; . : 
where they were not needed, for political purposes, | Mr. McDUFFIE oe had looked into - 
and for the advantage of political friends, and that || work giveng on account of these experiments, and | 
to pay the expenses of these revenues, large loans 
were required from the deposite banks, &c. 

Mr. CONNOR here interrupted Mr. CLayton, | 
and stated that the loans referred to by the gen- 


valuable character. He would not, therefore, too | 


would take this occasion to say, in reply to a 
member who remarked that the Post Office ones the work, and supported the amendment, as the | 
ment had involved the Government to the amount || ¢XPeriments made — be the means of saving 
of $500,000, that the department had not involved thousands to the public. 
the Government to the amount of one cent. : 

Mr. CLAYTON proceeded. His object was, || 8" €Xperiment trying upon the currency, what 
he said, to defend = bank from the charge of || Possible objection ought there to be to one on) 
interfering with elections. What he had men- || Science? Sir, [ begin to think it is time to object 
tioned he gave only a8 common report, and he | ‘ all appropriations as unnecessary. Whatis the 

ut it against the reports of the corruptions of the | Use of them until we know where the money is? | 
an He went on to state that it was also re- || If the money can be faken at will, may it not be | 
ported that the mails were irregular, and that | distributed by the same hand? It is all amockery. 
many necessary routes were discontinued in con- || What is the use of law at all?. [| am sorry the 
sequence of the favoritism which he had referred || gentleman from Georgia opposes this claim; for, 
to, It was also said, and he would pledge him- || although I will vote for one experiment, I will vote 
self to prove that report, that postmasters are || @gainst the other. 
removed from office upon secret information, with- 
out a hearing, on account of their political opin- 50 
ions. He should believe all those reports, unless | 
the Post Office Department should require and | 


After several other sections were gone through, 
Mr. McKAY proposed to reduce the miscella- | 


submit to rigid investigation of ail these subjects; || neous appropriation $50,000; but beforeany action || will of the people. He hoped when memorials 


time with that which the President was claiming Mr. WILDE moved that the committee do rise; 
into the affairs of the Bank of the United States. | which motion prevailed, ayes 66, noes 64. 

Mr. C., after a few further remarks in relation to || 
his former opposition to the bank, concluded his || progress. 

apeech. || The bill, asamended, was ordered to be printed, | 
Several members addressed the Chair simul- ! and 


which investigation should proceed at the same || could be had on this, | 


The committee thereupon rose, and reported 


taneously, and the floor was obtained by Mr. The House adjourned. 
BURGES. 


The House then proceeded to the orders of the | 


hem, IN SENATE. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the House went into | Wepnespar, March 12, 1834. 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || Mr. ROBINSON presented the memorial of | 
Mr. WAYNE in the chair, on the bill making | Marcus Ball; which was referred to the Commit- | 
appropriations for the Army of the United States, || tee on Private Land Claims. 
for the year 1834. ‘| Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on ! 


Mr. POLK assented to the amendment being | 


|| he considered that they were of an extremely || 


nicely scrutinize such an appropriation, and which || 


appeared to have been done by an officer in the || 


: ; contrary. The language of this memorial was 
tleman had been, for the most part, repaid. He line of his duty. | ut 


Mr. CHILTON bore testimony to the merits of || 


Mr. CROCKETT said: Sir, I ask, as there is | 


The amendment was agreed to; ayes 80, noes || 


ij 
| 





March 12, 





Roads and Canals, reported a bill for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of ihe Wabash river; and, 
on his motion, the report and documents, together 
_ with the memorial of the Legislature of Indiana, 


j 
} 


Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of the 


| were ordered to be printed. 
} 

| 

/ 


|| tin-plete workers, workers in sheet-iron, &c., of 
|| Philadelphia, praying the restoration of the public 
|| deposites to the Bartk of the United States. 


Also, the memorial of a similar class of mechan- 
ics in Southwark, Philadelphia, of a like tenor. 

And, also, the proceedings and memorial of a 
public meeting in Carlisle, Cumberland county, 


|| Pennsylvania, of like import. 


Which memorials and proceedings were sever- 
| ally read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
/and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. LEIGH presented the memorial of sundry 
inhabitants of Petersburg, Virginia, praying the 
| restoration of the public deposites to the Bank of 
_ the United States. 


Mr. LEIGH said, he desired to present a me- 
| morial from citizens of the city of Petersbury, 
| Virginia, on the subject which had so long agitated 
| this great country. It was signed by merchants, 
| manufacturers, artisans, and some members of the 
learned professions, of that city; a place as much 
distinguished for its devotion to Republican prin- 
ciples as any other in the Union. He could not 
say which of the signers were, and which were 
' not, friends of the present Administration; but he 
| could not refrain from expressing his surprise and 
dismay that the friends of those who were com- 
plaining found it necessary to say that the signers 





| of these various memorials were friends of the 


| Administration. Was it come to this, that the 

friends of the Administration were entitled to more 
| respect here than its opponents? These signers 
| were merchants of high standing and intelligence, 
|and he prayed the Senate to remember that in 
| commercial countries the usual course was to call 


| together all persons who were supposed to be ac- 


quainted with the evils they were laboring under, 
as well as the proper measures of redress. Let 
gentlemen attribute to the President any degree of 
general knowledge, or of human sagacity they 
please, still he (Mr. L.) would prefer the testimony 
of one single merchant as evidence of the truth of 
his sufferings, to the opinion of the President of 
the United States. Those who feel distress tell 
us the remedy, and yet the opinion of the Presi- 
dent is regarded aseoverwhelming evidence to the 


sound, moderate, and temperate, bearing on its 
face marks of deliberation. 

He (Mr. L.) had heard, since he had the honor 
of a seat here, gentlemen seizing opportunities 
from remarks on the face of the memorials, to 
_ detract from their force and bearing. He meant 
| no disrespect to the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Forsytu,}] to whose remarks he alluded; but he 


|| felt it a duty to him to suggest that, while he 


recognised the right of petition, the seizing of op- 
portunities to reduce to contempt the representa- 
tions of petitioners, tended to impair that right 
more than anything else the gentleman could do. 
He knew the confusion prevailing in primary 
| assemblies of the people, but still the result of their 
| deliberations was the real sentiment of the people; 
_and in proportion as you detract from their force, 
you detract from the first principles of representa- 
tive government. Did any one doubt the people 
| were often actuated by impulses? And yet their 
| representations are the best to represent the real 


| were presented hereafter, there would be no de- 
| traction from them when their temper and tone, 
and remarks, accorded with the business in which 
their signers were engaged, ‘These memorialists 
say their distresses arise from the curtailments of 
| the Bank of the United States, and that this is the 
| necessary consequence of the removal of the de- 
posites. No system of public credit can consist 
with any one man’s absolute and unlimited power, 
|in government. Frederick of Prussia, in an essay 
| on political subjects, entertained the idea that it 
was impossible to establish a bank in a govern- 
ment of civil monarchy. But he was determined 
to try it. He established a bank, and by his fos- 
tering care it did linger outhis reign, but how lon 
afterwards it continued to breathe, Mr. L. coul 
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not tell. 
tiveof all plants. At the touch of arbitrary power 


again and revives. But let power remain inex- 
orably pressed on it, and the plant must perish. | 
He had seen the evidences of efforts which were | 
made to reverse the sentiments of Virginia on this | 
subject; and if it succeeded he must yield, not with 
any concern for himeelf, but rather for his chil- | 
dren. The effort was made to get a majority by | 
claiming to have a majority here; and a gentle- | 
man had thought proper to say, that he knew | 
beiter the sentiments of Virginia than he did. He | 
m:ntioned this for the purpose of making this 
remark—that for a State-rights man to say a sin- 

le word to detract from the dignity of a Siate | 
Eegislature, was to do more harm to State-rights | 
than all the powers of this Government united 
could do. For himself, he believed Virginia was | 
not changed from the complexion presented by | 
her Legislature, and would not be found chained | 

ain. 

He would not fatigue the Senate by an argu- | 
ment on the constitutional point of this subject, | 
but follow the President to the sequel of this trans- 
action. As soon as the order for removing the | 
deposites was given, transfer checks were issued to | 
the State banks on the United States Bank, to use | 
as might suit their purposes. And this was done | 
with the avowed purpose of enabling the State | 


banks to meet the demand of the branches of the ||! 


Unied States Bank upon them, and so by lending | 
money relieve their distress. When the Manhat- | 


tan Bank (for illustration) presented its check on |) 


the branch in New York, it was debtor to the Gov- 
ernment some $200,000. It then received credit 
for that sum and balances due from other State 
banks transferred to it, to meet the balance. 
that this draft was put in the hands of the Manhat- 
tan Bank to trade on till called for by the Govern- 
ment, and thus as complete a loan was effected for 


its use, as if the President had loaned directly out || 


of the Treasury. Could gentlemen point out in the |, 


Constitution any authority for thus lending the 
eople’s money, or any implication of authority? 
s the lending out of this money to be upheld as 

a proper exercise of Executive power in sucha 

limited Government as ours. In any days of the 

British Government such an exercise of power 

would cost the minister not his head, (for sangui- 


nary punishments are much curtailed there,) but || 


certainly his rights as a freeborn citizen of the coun- 
try. He would have been impeached and declared 
incapable of further serving the Crown in any 
capacity whatever. It wasimmaterial whether these 
evils were designed or not. He did not suspect 


Bank credit was one of the most sensi- || 


So | 





the President of design; and not suspecting him, 
he acquitted him of it. But he stated the fact that 
here was an assumption of power; and it was the 
duty of freemen to oppose it, by whoever and 
wherever asserted. He desired to be informed 
whether there was any statute of the United States 
giving the Postmaster General power to borrow 
money on the credit of the United States. He 
thought not. And yet we had seen it avowed that 


the: Postmaster General had borrowed some four | 


or five hundr@&i thousand dollars—a power which | 
is only given foCongress. Here, then, is the Execu- | 


tive Government lending the people’s money to || 
the State banks to pay their debts to the United || 


States—the money lent out by one hand and bor- 
rowed by the other: the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury lending money without interest, and the 


Postmaster General borrowing money at six per | 


cent. 

But we had been told that if the removal of the 
deposites had been put upon an error in judgment, 
instead of an usurpation of power, there would 





have been two thirds of both Houses of Congress 
in favor of the restoration. Why, then, not retrace 
his steps? If the President of the United States 
would retract this error of his own accord, and 
restore the deposites, and thereby confidence to 
the country, not all the fame he received from the 
victory of New Orleans would equal that peal of 
thanks which would resound from all quarters of 
this Union for the act. But alas, there is no hope 
of it. If the newspaper reports are to be relied on, 
nothing will cause him to relent; and it therefore 
behooves Congress to take such steps as the best 
interests of the country reget and demand. 

Mr. FORSYTH replied. [The notes of the 





pare his speech in time for this paper.] 
Mr. KING, of Georgia, said he cared not to 
| interfere in the controversy between his honorable 
colleague and the honorable Senator from Virginia, 
touching the respect due to memorials, or to ex- 
| amine the motives of those by whom they were 
‘usually got up and senthere. He would only say 
'that he not only acknowledged the right of the 
ciuzens of all parties to be heard in this form, but 
approved the practice on all subjects of importance 
to the interests of the country. But he must say, 


(what few would deny,) that when looked to as a | 


test of public sentiment on questions purely politi- 
cal in their character, these memorials should be 


most carefully watched and diligently guarded, to | 


prevent imposition. 


And perhaps (said Mr. K.) | 


a better illustration of this truth will not be re- | 


quired than a reference to the very memorial now 
before the Senate, which, notwithstanding heaven 
| and earth had been moved for many weeks to stir 
up the people to sign it, contained (as he under- 


stood and believed) the names of a mere fraction | 
of the voters in the district from which it came. | 


We must not too readily suppose that memorials 
represent the feelings of the whole district from 
which they come. 
are dissatisfied with the Government. 
tions are always better organized and more active, 
than those who are satisfied with the established 
order of things—who rarely move so long as they 
continue satisfied with their condition. 

But (said Mr. K.) enough of this. I will leave 
the discussion on this branch of the subject to the 


return to the subject of the memorial now before 


Weonly hear from those who | 
Opposi- || 


| by the honorable Senator from Maryland. 
| not say, or even intimate—I did not then, nor do I 


the Senate, on a question of reference. The object | 


| of this memorial, I believe, (said Mr. K.,) is the | 


| recharter of the Bank of the United States, and 
| the restoration of the deposites. 


{Here Mr. Leicu interrupted Mr. K., and said 


Mr. K. said he was glad to be thus corrected. 


| setts, expressed briefly his opinion upon a rechar- 
| ter, and professed a friendship—rather a cool one, 
to be sure, for a national bank under existing cir- 
| cumstances. I am glad this single question is 
| presented, as it gives me at once a proper occasion 
| to refer to some remarks which I made a few days 
| since, and which seem to have been, by some gen- 
| tlemen, imperfectly understood, or entirely per- 
| verted and misapplied. 

| Sir, (said Mr. K.,) what I said, I said, and have 


| no disposition to retract or modify it. But why || 


| 
\| 
| 
1| 
| 
| 


1} 


_ (said Mr. K.) are the remarks referred to con- | 


for which I am alone responsible. By what au- 


|| thority (said Mr. K.) do gentlemen so connect a 
| party with me as to embarrass it either by my || 


| statements or &dmissions? What I did state, Mr. 
President, and am willing to repeat, is, that I had 
travelled in several States in the South and South- 
west, and that the measure adopted by the Admin- 
| istration in the removal of the deposites, at the 

time the act was done, was very generally disa 
| proved as inexpedient. But was I not sufficient 
| explicit as to the,nature and reasons of this dis- 
| approbation? It was not because the people in 
| the South generally believed that the President 
| acted from bad motives; not because they believed 


|| he had ‘wiolated and trampled the Constitution 


| under foot; not because in so doing he had usurped 
dangerous powers, and united the purse and the 
sword; not because they are in favor of the Bank 
\of the United States; not because they believe 
| that the institution has not abused its functions, by 
| corrupting presses, and purchasing up politicians, 
| and in many other ways; not because they disa- 
| gree with the President in the great end of destroy- 


| ing this institution, which they think dangerous to | 
| 


liberty. No, sir. ‘Whatever my own opinion 
| may be, I think the great majority of the people 
'to whom I referred are with the President on all 
these points. But they disapproved the act, be- 
cause, whatever may have been the conduct of the 
bank, they knew it possessed immense power, and 
was fixed on the country till the 4th of March, 


FF | 


stantly called ** admissions?” I call them statements, | 


reporter were given to Mr. Forsyru, who has not || 1836. They also, perhaps, had not full confide 
returned them; and it is now impossible to pre- | 
it shrinks its leaves; but remove it and it expands 


the memorial only prayed the restoration of the | 
|, deposites. } | 
|| The correction would shorten what he had to say | 

upon the memorial; and he had, in fact, a few || 
| days since, on another memorial from Massachu- || 
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; t ce 
in the patriotism of the combination of parties 


opposed to the Administration, who they feared 
would avail themselves of this pretext to use this 
most powerful engine in the cause of party, and 
thereby inflict cruel cakamity upon an unoffending 
community. They therefore said, let the lion 


| Sleep, and quietly expre for want of congres- 


sional breath; peaceably die for want of a charter. 

i stated further, sir, (said Mr. K.,) (but with 
the added caution that I only stated my conjec- 
tures,) that I thought these were the sentiments of 
a majority even of the friends of the Administra- 
tion when Congress assembled, and if the question 
of restoration had been viewed only as one of 
expediency—had not been made a party question, 
and forced upon the friends of the Administration 
in a form to make it ene upon which the existence 
of an Administration which was preferred for 
higher reasons, was to depend, and a vote taken 
on the subject before these apprehended mischiefs 
had occurred, and by which they might have been 
prevented; in that case, a majority of two thirds 
of both Houses might have voted a restoration of 
the deposites. 1 say so still, without professing, 
either before or now, to make anything more than 
aconjeciureof my own. It is said all around me 
that | am mistaken on this point. I think it very 
likely, sir, and so stated before. But what l am 
most anxious in this place to noticeand correct is, 
the misconstruction of my admission, as it is called 
I did 


now, believe that there ia a majority of two thirds 


| Or any other majority, in either House, who believe 
_two honorable Senators who commenced it, and | 


it would be expedient, or beneficial to the country, 
now to restore the deposites, unless the Bank of 
the United States is to be rechartered. Nay, sir, 
I will go further. As it seems I have bound one 
party, | will now bind the other. 1 stated when 
last up that if 1 liked the project for a renewal of 
the charter for a short time, | would vote for it. 
My favor to this, and all paper-issuing banks is, 
to be sure, a cool one; butif the gentleman gets 
my vote, | presume he will not care much with 
what feeling it is given. I am, then, sir, the gen- 
tleman must admit, at least in a modified sense, a 
bank man; and, therefore, for a much stronger 
reason than any he showed, have a right to bind 
him and the whole bank party, I say, then, dis- 
tinctly, that there are, in my opinion, few, in or 
out of this House, even of that party, who carea 
snap of the finger for a restoration of the deposites, 
unless the recharter of the bank is to accompany 
or follow that measure. All must know, orat least 
believe, that restoration, without recharter, must 
only add an additional shock to the currency, and 
prolong the distressesof the people I cannot per- 
mit honorable gentlemen to escape from the obli- 
gations of my ‘admission.”’ I certainly have 
betterauthority for making this ‘‘ admission ”’ than 
that which they have attempted to use against the 
friends of the Administration. 

Sir, (said Mr. K.,) having endeavored to relieve 


|| the friends of the Administration from the embar- 


rassment of what is called my ‘‘ admission,” I 


_ will proceed to notice the remarks of the honorable 


Senator from Virginia, who thinks it strange I 
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should not have heard of the constitutional objec- 
tions until they were raised in this Hall. I state 
so again, and I presume the honorable gentleman 
does not intend to call in question the truth of this 
statement. 

Mr. LEIGH. Certainly not. 

I did not (said Mr. K.) state that the objections 
had not been before made, only that I had no rec- 
ollection of having seen or heard them; by which 
alone I intended to prove that among plain people 
the objections were not obvious, and for that reason 
alone should not be readily trusted, as, in fact, no 
reasoning was to be trusted but that which was 
natural andeasy. This very power had been be- 
fore exercised, was a power which seemed literally 
given by the bank charter, and had even been 
exercised, without a whisper of complaint, he be- 
lieved, for purposes the most obnoxious, (according 
to the views of the honurable Senator,) that is, for 
the assistance of the State banks. “What discourses 
may have been early made, or views expressed by 


the learned circles of Richmond, Kentucky, or 


elsewhere, and which had escaped his observation, 
he knew not. He only meant to say that a con- 
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struction which required the penetration of prac fl ~ "The mom 


tised politicians, or even the aid of a learned pro- 


habitual use of subtleties, should not readily be 


_SHEC 


i 
| 


countenanced by those who have a real regard | 


for the Constitution. 
Why, Mr. President, (said Mr. K.,) I can truly 
sry, even now, that although I have listened atten- 


tively here for two months, and paid strict atten- | 


tion to the subject, 1 do not now distinctly under- 
stand any dehnite and well understood ground 
upon which the power of the Secretary to remove 
the deposites isdenied. Thereis such a confusion 
of ideas on the subject—so much difference of 
opinion, and such a mixture of objections to the 

ywer itself, andthe insufficiency of the reasons 
for its exercise in this particular instance, that I 
find it impossible to understand gentlemen upon 
this point. This may be, and probably is, owing 
to my own obtuseness of intellect, but may be 


i 
| 

| 
it 


printed. 
The following resolution was submitted by Mr. | 
McKEAN: | 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be | 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- | 


_ ing relief to Ann Holland, widow of Thomas Hol- | 


taken as some evidence of the danger of this novel | 
construction of the charter. He had, however,no | 


disposition to enter into an argument on a point so 


much discussed already, and if he had, he could | 


not be expected to refute arguments which he 
could not clearly understand. Suffice it to say, 
then, Mr. President, that the power exercised 
by the Secretary is plainly given in the bank 
charter. 

But it seems we are very unexpectedly sur- 
rounded by strict constructionists, who, to prove 
their principles, instead of reading a charter, make 
acharter. New friends tothe Constitution. Yes, 
sir, gentlemen who for years have been mutually 
charging each other with a habitual contempt of 


the Constitation, all at once claim to be the only || 


exclusive guardians of that instrument; and to || 
show their new-born affection, instead of expound- | no 
|| the principal documents, and was therefore pre- 


ing the Constitution, they go into elaborate argu- 
ments to prove what the Constitution ought to be. 
The continua! cry is, ** the Constitution, the Con- 
atitution ! the bleeding Constitution!’’ There are 
no constitutional measures but their measures. 
There is no people but their people. Allis tyranny 
that keeps their party out of power. All is op- 
pression that forces the equal and regular oper- 
ation of the laws. ‘‘ Liberty!”’ ‘* Liberty !”’is the 
cry of these exclusive patriots. An oppressed, en- 


slaved, and degraded people are called on to rescue | i 
5 | with, as it was the duty of the House at once 
| to decide, if it was to be so decided, that the 


the Constitution and recover the liberty they have 
lost; and in the very next breath we hear the com- 
plaint that the Senate alone can save the country, 


as the majority of the people are against them. In the | 


name of reason, sir, what kind of liberty is this? 
It can be no other, by their own confessions, than 
the liberty of governing—the liberty of a few to govern 
the great body of the people; and not the liberty of the 
great body of the people to govern themselves. 

Those who prefer the 
are continually 
will you submit?”’ I answer, aye, sir, I will submit 
to the laws of my country and the Government 


of my choice. But, sir, I will tell you what I am | 





| all-important that the House should have 

formation preparatory to full discussion, was in 

| favor of the postponement, for the reason given 
|| by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
present Administration 
taunted with the question, ‘* And | 
| upon the change of attitude which those who for- || 
| merly so strenuously opposed delay on this sub- 


not disposed to submit to: I never can, willingly, || 
submit to the dictates of an ambitious and dis- | 


appointed faction. 
ut, sir, we have just heard again the oft-re- 
eated alarm that we are living under a despotism. 
‘aper currency, it is stated, cannot be sustained 
under despotic government. And why, sir, these 
continual insults offered to the majority of the Amer- 
ican people for sustaining the Government of their 
choice? Sir, gentlemen may cease their lamenta- 
tions, and the band of leagued tyrants on the other 
side of the water, to whom they afford so much 
joy, may hush their triumphs. 


on to the highest destiny of nations. Yes, sir; they 


may meet with impediments—the extremes of | 
political doctrine may hang heavily on each skirt; | 


they may be loaded down with bank paper—trip- 
ped up or jostled by bank monopolies—and meet 
with the various obstacles thrown in their way by 
party dissensions, but still, sir, the great body of 
this nation will move on with the gathering strength 
of agrowing giant—not to * ne coe 
to tyranny; but until they shake tyranny from 
the earth, and crumble the despotism of the world 
to atoms. 

Sir, (said Mr. K.,) the people of the United States 


_The people of this | 
country will protect their own liberties, and march | 
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te remain so. 


® 


/urday were set a for private business, the 
| 


_order to refer to what was done elsewhere, he 
| might say there was a proposition made (in the 


|| tranquillity of thecountry. He did not desire that 


| es satisfactorily settled. 


he 
| dec 
to be printed. There were some of the documents || 
| which had never been in print, and although anx- 


land, deceased, a revolutionary soldier. 


At half past two o’clock the special order of the || 


day was announced, being the 
REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Mr. TALLMADGE rose and addressed the | 
Senate until half past three o’clock, sustaining the | 
Secretary of the Treasury in removing the depos- | 
ites from the Bank of the United States; when he 
gave way to 

Mr. CLAY, upon whose motion 

The Senate adjourned. 
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Mr. POLK rose and said, that as the docu- | 
ments appended to the report presented by the 


Committee of Ways and Means, which were or- | 


dered to be printed, had not been yet laid on the | 
table by the public printer; and as the object of 
postponing the consideration of the report was to 
have them printed for the information of the House, 
before there was any discussion on the subject, he 
felt it necessary to move that the further consider- 
ation of the report be postponed until Tuesday | 
next. 


Mr. WILE hoped the motion to postpone | 


would not prevail. Every member already had 
pared to proceed with the discussion. He de- 
sired to submit his views, and he would suggest 
that, as he was prepared now to go into it, which 
would take up some time, and as Friday and Sat- 
subject would at all events have to stand over till 
Tuesday. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH said that it could not be 
doubted, when the state of the public feeling was 
considered, that this subject ought to be proceeded 





deposites were to remain where they were now 

placed. 
Mr. DICKSON, of New York, ak it as 
all in- 


Means. 
Mr. CHILTON would not stop now to remark 


ject now presented in seeking for it. He felt com- | 
pelled, however, to agree with them, because he 
wished the great question should be settled coolly 
and dispassionately, and because,’if it was in 


Senate) which might restore the lost and murdered 
his acquiescence to postpone should be considered 


any acquiescence with the views by which the Ex- 
ecutive was influenced, but as a means to have the 


Mr. WAYNE rose only to remark that the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
had no disposition to delay this discussion; but he 
felt that if he pressed it, under the circumstances 


he stated, that he would have left himself subject || 





to a very heavy imputation, and deservedly so, if | 
ressed discussion without having documents 
fared to be important, and which were ordered | 


yet he must say that he was not prepared to go | 
on with it without these documents. He desired 
that the postponement should be fairly understood | 
as desired, because that information tg which the 
members were entitled had aot been printed; 
for if the discussion went on without this inform- 
ation, they might be called on to vote on a sub- 
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orial was referred to the Committee on '| ject upon which th 
|| Finance, and ordered to be 
fessor, whose very professional duties led to the | 


|| munity, why should they wait? 
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, ney had not had information 
| which they had a right to call for. From these 
_ views, and believing that the discussion could go 
| on = vee pera ee it would, uninter- 
| ru until its close, he hoped the postpo 
aie ead be acceded to. . , — 
| Mr. BURGES deprecated any further delay, 
| for nothing was so oppressive to the heart as that 
| feeling which ariseth from hope deferred. They 
| could not justify themselves to their constituents 
| for delaying a discussion upon a subject in which 
| delay was ruin to their hopes and prospects, and 
| he thought so certain as delay would be now 
| made, so certainly would the people scrutinize 
with severity their conduct. He could not agree 
| that it was necessary to wait for the documents, 
It was not necessary to wait for precedents or 
| dicta to ascertain whether the Secretary had vio- 
| lated the law and brought ruin and destruction on 
the country, when it was openly maintained that 
it was not the Secretary who had the power over 
the public purse, but the President. Was it not 
perfectly idle under such circumstances to delay 
the discussion? If, however,as was intimated by 

the member from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuixton,] that 

delay was sought under the hope that something 
| might proceed from the President, he must say 
he would wait, and in sackcloth and ashes, to see 
| whether any measure of relief would proceed 
| from such a tyrannical and usurping Government. 
| But, whilst awa was overwhelming the com- 
What chance 
_ was there for relief from that quarter? He must 
again deprecate further delay, and express his 
hope that the public voice would not be stifled by 
protraction. He would arraign the conduct pur- 
sued by the Executive, living or dead; if dead, 
he would arraign his memory for the perpetration 
| of acts of such gross usurpation, that he ought to 
have been hurled from office. The delay sought 
| for would be followed by calls for the previous 
| question, by committees of investigation to set 
ducing the suramer; and thus there would be no 
| relief given to the community. 
| Mr.MASON, of Virginia, said,it appeared from 
| what had fallen from the member from Rhode 
| Island, that his opinion was made up on this sub- 
| ject, and that nothing that could be adduced would 
| justify what he was pleased to term acts of gross 
| usurpation. But he trusted that the House were not 
| prejudiced to the same extent which that honorable 
_member had avowed. He thought it wag a most 
| novel proposition, that, upon a question of such a 
grave character, there should be a desire to pre- 
| cipitate discussion, when information, ordered to 
| be printed, was within their reach. He would 
' make an additional remark; he had been hitherto 

a silent, but notan inattentive observer of the past 
discussion, and he must say, that for one, he en- 
_tertained the opinion that the distress which -they 
had heard, was attributable, in a great degree, to 
the delay that had taken place in deciding this 
| question. He hoped, therefore, that when the 


|| question should come up in a tangible shape, that 


| the honorable member from Rhode Island would 
show the same disposition to act speedily upon it, 
that he now did. In voting to postpone now, he 
{Mr. Mason] was not for continutpg the evils 
which were brought upon the country, and which 
| were brought upon it by a variety of causes, but 
| he desired to have all the means presented to the 
| House, that voting upon the question, they should 
_ be enabled to come to a right conclusion. 

Mr. CHILTON ALLAN expressed his alarm 
| at the indications thrown out, and that there was 
some intention to prevent ample discussion upon 
a subject which, upon all hands, was agreed to be 
so necessary. e desired that the discussion 
should proceed, and that it should be sent into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
| for that purpose. He might however be mistaken 
in what he was afraid was the meaning of what 
had fallen from honorable members, and he called 


| on the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
ious, himself, that the discussion should go on, || 


Means to say at once whether it is his intention to 
| send this into the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. POLK replied, that although he did not 
| know that the honorable member was authorized 
_ to propound such an interrogatory, yet he would 
answer it. He would avow, that he was rnwilling 
that the subject should be sent to any place where 
a decision could not be had upon it; although he, at 
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which should preclude free discussion by those 
who were desirous to give their views upon it. 
Under the circumstances stated by the honorable 
member from Georgia, [Mr. Wayne,] he was per- | 
fectly correct in stating that the only motive which | 
he had in moving the postponement was to avoid 
the charge which might have been urged against 
him, for precipitating the House into a discussion 
upon a report, the evidence upon which the report 


was founded not having been, under circumstances || 
which he could not control, furnished to them. || 


He had no design to procrastinate the subject 
unnecessarily, or to give it the go-by. On the 
contrary, he desired to have the fullest expression 
that could be given upon each and every one of 
the resolutions which the committee of which he 
was chairman, had felt it their duty to present to 
the House for adoption. 

In respect to the remarks made by the honorable 
member from Rhode Island, he would only say 
that he hoped he would be prepared, when the 
question should come up, to assist then in pre- 


venting unnecessary delay to a decision upon the || 


question. He, and those with whom he acted, 
were not to blame for the seventy or eighty days 
discussion that had already taken place. And when 
the subject had taken the course they had always 
desired, there was not much delay by the commit- 
tee in presenting their views. He considered that 
the documents that were appended were of the 





most important character; and although. he could 
not say what weight would be attached to them b 
the House, he could say that they had ae 
weightin inducing the committee tocome to the con- 
clusion they had on the various matters referred to 
them. He repeated that he had no wish whatever 
to procrastinate the subject; and if such an im- 

ression was thrown out to thecountry, for himself 

e felt compelled to say that there was no founda- 
tion for it. To evince his determination to bring 
this subject to a close, he would state that it was 
his intention, when strictly in order to do so, to 
submit a motion, for the purpose of insuring dis- 
cussion and speedy action upon it, that it shall be 
made the special order of the day, to sit daily until 
a final decision should be had upon it. When that | 
motion would be made it would be seen whether 
the honorable member from Rhode Island would 
coéperate with him to avoid delay. 

M r. MILLER advocated the postponement, not 
for the purpose of putting off the debate on the 
subject, which, from all appearances, was likely to 
be of the same length as the session; but he was 
desirous that the intervening days between this 
and Tuesday should be passed in despatching 
other business, which was necessary, for the pub- 
lic good, to be acted upon. He felt it nis duty to 
repel, with indignation, the remarks in which the 
honorable member from Rhode Island had, by in- 
dulgence, attempted to cast censure upon the ven- 
erable Chief Magistrate, for whose life of service 
the country was so much indebted, 

Mr. WAYNE remarked, that as he had been 
misunderstood by some honorable members, he 
wished to remind the House that, by its rules, 
there wasa positive obstacle to going on at present 
with the discussion. It was the right of every 
member to know what it was he was to be called 
upon to vote for; and if the right of calling for the 
reading of matters connected with it was exercised, 
if the documents were not printed, it must at once 
put a stop to their proceedings. He would give 
notice that if the postponement was not acceded 
to, he, in justice to himself, would call for the 
reading of the documents. 

Mr. BAYLIES did not wish to be subject to 
the imputation which the honorable member from 
Rhode Island cast upon those who favored the 
postponement. Whilst this honorable member felt 
so much for the distress over the country, others, 
however, were just as anxious as he was to avoid 
delay; but he thought it was not just to go into 
such a subject as the present without having the 
fullest méans to come to aright conclusion upon 
it. He appealed, confidently, to his own conduct 
in not having occupied the time of the House, or 
causing any delay. But he had not desired to pre- 
vent others from being heard. The postponement 
now will not prevent those who are desirous of 
giving their views to do so hereafter. : 

Mr. ASHLEY thought, as the debate on this 
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| mittee of 
| the first place what were the subjects referred to 
|| that committee. 


| relation to those subjects? The committee has | 
| recommended the adoption of a resolution that it 
| is inexpedient to recharter the Bank of the United 
| States. 
| The committee have also recommended the adop- | 
| tion of a resolution, that it is inexpedient to restore 
| the deposites to the Bank of the United States. | 


| last resolution. 


| mittee have been distinctly presented in their 


| the printing of their report with the accompany- 
| ing documents. 
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the same time, would not desire to take any course | subject was likely to be protracted, that the House } to postpone the decision of the question till the 


ought to postpone the discussion now, for the pur- | 
pose of taking up and acting upon the several ap- | 
propriation bills which were necessary for the | 
public service. 
Mr. HUBBARD rose and said that it would | 
seem that no discussion can be had in this House | 
upon any subject connected with the public depos- | 
ites, without the manifestation of an extraordinary | 
excitement. This is certainly to be regretted. 
In order to ascertain the propriety of adopting | 
the sodiene, premantes by the chairman of the Com- | 
ays and Means, we should inquire in | 


It will be found that not only the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury was committed to that | 
committee, but also various memorials touching | 


| the bank and the deposites were also referred. | 


Many of the memorials called for a recharter of | 
the Bank of the United States, others petitioned | 
for a restoration of the public deposites to that | 
institution. 

What has been the report of the committee in 


They have assigned their reasons for this. 


They have stated in the body of their report the 
considerations which induced them to present this 


of the Treasury over the public deposites has been 
questioned and denied; and in relation to that 
power the committee have, at great labor, collect- 
ed, prepared, and arranged a body of documents 
fully sustaining the power of the Secretary. They 
have considered this as of the utmost importance, 
and they think that the documentary history ap- 





| pended to the. report will clearly show that this 
| same power has been exercised by the head of the 


Treasury Department from the foundation of the 
Government to the present time. 

And now, sir, what is the motion of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee? It is, that the further con- 
sideration of this subject be postponed until Tues- 
day next. And why? Becauee, sir, the report, 
thus prepared, with the documents, have nut been 


ublished and placed upon the tables of the mem- || 


ers,—that no opportunity has yet been given to 
examine that report. 

His honorable friend has not asked for the post- 
ponement for his own accommodation, or for the 
accommodation of the other members of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means; but with reference to 
the report, the motion has been made in justice to 
himself, and in justice to the other members of 
the committee. It is due to them, and it is due 
to the House. The grounds taken by the com- 


report. They think that the members of this 
House should have an opportunity fully to ex- 
amine and well to consider those grounds, even 
before the debate should commence. It is no 
more than an act of justice to them. Ne fault 
can be imputed to the committee; they cannot be | 
answerable for the delay which has taken place in 


On every consideration, there- 
fore, it did seem to hin that the motion should be 
adopted, and the consideration of the subject post- 





| poned. 
Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, advocated the 


motion, as a courtesy due to the committee; and 
if (he said) the committee had not made the mo- 
tion, he should have made it himself. He was 
opposed to going into the discussion before the 
documents were furnished. 

Mr. HARDIN felt no disposition (he said) to 
urge the debate until the documents were submit- 
ted. Kentucky had not yet been heard on the 
question, and he was anxious that the discussion 
should be renewed; and when it was renewed, he 
hoped it would be prosecuted daily, till a decision 
was obtained. 

Mr. McKENNAN wasin favor of the postpone- 
ment, for the reason that he thought the Hades 
ought to become acquainted with the opinions and 
wishes of the people on the question. He wished 


And it must occur to every mem- || 
| ber of this House that the power of the Secretary 
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voice of the people had been heard in this House 
from every part of the country. If there was to 
be any reliet from public distress, the people must 
look for it to this House. They could expect 
nothing from the Executive. He was also in 
favor of the motion, because we ought to act 
upon some important business which was now 
before us. He therefore moved that the consid- 
eration of the motion be postponed to next Tues- 


day. 
Nir. BURGES said, he wished to move an 
amendment to the resolutions reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, recommitting the 
| report and resolutions, with instructions to report 
a resolution declaring that the reasons of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury for the removal of the 
deposites were insufficient. His object in opposing 
the motion to postpone was, not to press the dis- 
cussion, but to put the subject in a proper con- 
dition for discussion. Now, the discussion is to 
come up in the House, when the previous ques- 
tion can atany time cutoff the debate. He wished 
to put the simple question to the House, whether 
they would keep the control of the subject in the 
Committee of the Whole or not? He claimed to 
be permitted to call the President a tyrant without 
asking leave, for he was called so by thousands 
who once admired him, and he was fekt to be so 
throughout the suffering country. The President 
said, in reply to the complaints of the people, Go 
home—I can govern: I on been accustomed to 
govern all my life. 
Mr. BYNUM spoke in favor of the motion to 
postpone. He wanted the facts to examine for 
himself. He could not take them upon trust from 
the gentleman from Georgia, nor from any genile- 
|man. Gentlemen seized on every opportunity to 
| set up a 7 of distress, desolation, ruin, and 
| tyranny. The people understood this, and could 
| not be misled by it. They would take no man’s 
| word for it. They understand that these denunci- 

ations are for political effect, and these gentlemen 
| who are crying wolf, wolf, when they can show 
| no wolf, would be dealt with by the people aecord- 
ingly. If the postponement for a month would 
| enable us to receive any additional light, let us 
/ have it. Hoping that the question would receive 
a full discussion, and be decided in reference to the 
best interest of the country, he should vote for the 
postponement. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said that the report of the 
Committee of Ways and Means was better calcu- 
lated than any other measure to increase the alarm 
and distress of the country, and he was, therefore, 
| in favor of pressing it to any early decision. He 
understood that the chairman did not intend to 
| speak, and that the gentleman from Georgia was 
ready to speak; but if the chairman had any spe- 
cial reasons for the postponement, he would, in 
courtesy, consent to it. 

Mr. LANE said, if the gentleman from Georgia 
| was ready to goon with his argument, he was not 
ready to hear him. He had neither read or even 
seen the report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and therefore would not be able to judge 
of the applicability of the argument for or against 
it, and for that reason should vote against the 
motion to postpone until Tuesday week, and for 
| the one till Tuesday next. He had remained a silent 





| alld patient listener to the arguments upon the 


| subject of the deposites for the last three months; 
| that he would not have broken that silence on the 
| present occasion, but for the imputation attempted 
| tobe thrown upon the chairman of the Committee 
_of Ways and Means, and those with whom he 
| acts, by the gentleman from Rhode Island; that 
| he trusts he will never be capable of calling in 
| question the motives or intentions of any gentle- 
man in this House; nor was be willing quietly to 
sit and hear the motives of others arraigned. The 
gentleman says the object isdelay. This isa voice 
that falls upon the ear with an ill grace from gen- 
| tlemen on that side of the House. To review the 
| past, is always attended with advantage. On the 
| 12th of December last, the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania said, action was called for; immediate 
action; that in a few weeks, unless the deposites 
| should be returned, it would be too late. The 
gentleman from South Carolina, on the same day, 
said, discussion might be sport to the members, 
but was death to the people. Mr. L. said that, 
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on that occasion he had also said, his vote should 
be given on that side which shouid be most likely 
to bring tie subject to a satiefactory and speedy 
conciusion. Somnch for the past. Now to whom 
is delay to be justly attributed? After seven weeks’ 
delay, each of these gentlemen voted against bring- 
ing that preliminary discussion to a close. The 
report is now before the House for action, ordered 
to be printed; but not printed, not read, or yet 


seen. The motion is to put off the debate, for that || 


gees is now resisted, on the ground of de- 
ay. 

Mr. L. desired not only to see and read the report 
and appendix, but also to hear the gentleman from 
Rhode Island, whose illuminated mind would no 


doubt throw much light around it. That he should || 


avail himeelf of all the means in his power, all the 


lights of the gentleman, to arrive at a just conclu- || 


sion, always excepting a blue light. 


Mr. BURD made a few remarks in favor of the |! 


postponement. On another occasion he might go 
into details in relation to the distress pervading the 
country. He thought the question ought to be 


decided within a reasonable or proper time, after | 


due consideration of every fact connected with the 
condition of the country, and the laws and the 
Constitution of the country. 

Mr. WILDE said that so far as he was con- 
cerned, he hoped the House would acquit him of 
any extraordinary urgency. At one time his 
speech was cut off by the previous question, and 
though he did not suppose that the object of the 
motion to postpone was again to cut off his speech, 
yet he was somewhat surprised that when he was 
ready to proceed, and the chairman of the commit- 
tee did not wich himself to speak, the House should 
not be willing to hear him. He assured the gen- 
tleman, as the determination was to keep the tour- 





|| louse in order to proceed to the consideration of 
| the resolution. ; 
Mr. McDUFFIE asked whether the resolution, 





Mr. POLK said that he could not consider that 
much that had fallen from the gentleman from Mas- 
| sachusetts was very relevant to the question before 


if it was acted upon now, would not fall behind all || the House; it was not necessary for him to reply 


| other resolutions. 
| The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 
| Mr. McDUFFIE said he was therefore in favor 
| of its consideration now. 
| The motion to suspend was agreed to. 
| Mr. HANNEGAN moved also to except Mon- 
|| days as well as Saturdays. 


\| r. POLK said it would be understood, that | 


| for the purpose of receiving memorials, the House 
| might suspend therule on Mondays; but he would 

| consent to modify his resolution so as to except 
| Saturdays and Mondays, after the presentation of 
| petitions. 

Mr. McDUFFIE moved a proviso, that peti- 
| tions and memorials shall be received on Monday. 

Mr POLK accepted the proviso, and Mr. 
HANNEGAN withdrew his motion. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH asked whether the report, 
if this resolution was carried, would be discussed 
in the House or in committee. 

The CHAIR replied, that when the report was 
| taken up, it would be in order to move the com- 
| mitment of the report. 

! Mr. MERCER opposed the resolution, for the 
| reason that it would embarrass and delay the busi- 
ness of the House. 

|| Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, opposed the 
|| resolution. If it passed it was extremely probable 
| that no other subjects could be considered at this 
| session. He alluded to the presentation of the 
|| Virginia resolutions, which were not expected to 
|| produceany debate. But one gentleman from Vir- 
| ginia rose and made a speech of three hours upon 
| it, with the force and eloquence of which he was 


niquet on the debate, so as to amputate it any | much delighted. The debate had been continued 


time, he could not tell how long the debate would 
last. But if he could be allowed to consume these 
two days, there would certainly be left two days 
for others who were to follow him. He stated 
that documents, to procure which the postpone- 
ment was asked, would be of no aid to the gentle- 
man from Indiana, in understanding his speech, 
as he should not refer to them, and as they had no 


relation to the points he should discuss. Healso || 
said, that the main positions of the majority of the | 


committee, that the deposites ought not to be re- 
stored, and that the bank ought not to be rechar- 
tered, &c., would not be at all affected by the 
documents referred to. He had no disposition to 
facilitate or hasten the passing of the appropriation 
bills. He did not certainly know what would 
follow the passage of those bills. But he was 
enalled to guess that, when ihey were passed, an 
attempt would be made to precipitate the decision 
of other questions, in a manner which to him ap- 
peared inexplicable. As, however, the question 
whether he should speak to-day or not, was likely 


to occupy the whole day, he would withdraw his |! 


objection to the motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. McK ENNAN, to postpone the subject till 
Tuesday week, and rejected. 

The motion to postpone till Tuesday next was 
agreed to without division. 


Mr. J. @. ADAMS asked the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to present certain resolutiorts | 
of the Legislature of Massachusetts; which was | 


objected to. 


Mr. ADAMS moved the suspension of the rule; || House, and around about the House, that as we 


which was negatived. 


Mr. POLK moved the suspension of the rule, 
so as to permit him to offer the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the report of the Committee of 


Ways and Means on the removal of the deposites || 


from the Bank of the United States, be the stand- 


ing order of the day for Tuesday next, at one || 
o’clock,and on each succeeding day in every week, | 


Saturdays excepted, at the same hour until dis- 


»osed of; and that until the hour of one o’clock, || 


. M., oneach day, the business of the House 
shal! proceed in the order prescribed by the rules 
of the House. 

The motion to suspend was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER stated that the resolution must 
lie on the table one day. 


Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rules of the 


ever since, and was likely tocontinue, whenever it 
|, Should be in order to take up resolutions. He re- 
| ferred also to the fact that the debate had gone far 
| beyond the subject of the Virginia resolutions, and 
|| might continue till the first Monday of next De- 


|| cember, should the House sitso long. The speech | 


'| of the eloquent gentleman from South Carolina did 
|| not at all relate to the subject of the resolutions. 
Mr. A. wished to say, that he did not care one 
straw whether the question in relation to the 
| deposites should be taken now, or three months 
| hence. He did not believe that a decision here 
‘| would decide the question. Those who laid that 
| flattering unction to their souls would find them- 
| selves mistaken. It had been said to-day bya 
| member, that it would be vain for the people to 
| go tothe Executive for relief. He would add, 
|| that it were vain for the people to come to us for 
| relief. They must look to themselves, and to 
themselves alone. He believed that the decision 
of this House three months hence would be the 
same that it would be now. Where was the ne- 
cessity of pressing this subject? He cared very 
| little when or how the House acted upon the 
| propositions of the committee. He could see no 
| reason why the House should clog itself with this 
| resolution; for no member of the House could lay 
his hand upon his heart, and say that the decision 
of the House would be different three months hence 
| from the decision which it would make now. If 
we go on with the debate, we cnanot take up the 
appropriation bills, about which the gentleman 
| from Tennessee was so justly anxious. 
Well, sir, it is circulated in whispers in the 





have not had sufficient specimens of the exercise 
of royal prerogative, after due time, when the 
| chairman thinks that the subject has been suffi- 
| ciently debated, the discussion will be closed by 
| the previous question, preparatory to such a dis- 
| agreement of the two Houses as will render this 
, House the instrument of the exercise of another 





|| royal prerogative. He was not disposed tocredit 
|| everything which he heard, but from what he had 
| seen this morning, he was led to believe that the 
minority of this House would be deprived of its 
| just rights, and the people would be deprived of 
their constitutional right to present their grievances 
to this House. 

The SPEAKER said that he would take this 
| occasion to inform the House that these discus- 
| sions had not the approbation of the Chair, and 

that the Chair was not responsible for them. 


| 








| at large to it. He would, however, say, that his 
object in presenting the resolution that he had sub- 
mitted, was for the purpose of insuring to the great 
subject full discussion, yet, at the same time, have 
some regard for other interests to come up before 
| the House. 

With respect to what the gentleman had re- 
marked about the previous question, he begged to 
| inquire if his actions formerly were consistent with 
| his present opinion? Was not that gentleman 
| found voting for the previous question, when the 
motion to recharter the bank was only carried by 
the very turning of the screws which he now dep- 
recates so much? He could not help feeling that 
| such repeated reference to the call for the previous 
question was intended to reflect upon him for the 
use of it. But in the discharge of the duty as- 
signed him, he would not be deterred; he would 
always take such a course as a sense of duty only 
would dictate. It was well understood that, from 
the nature of all numerous legislative bodies, 
| Congress ought to have a proper control over all 
| subjects to be debated in it; and when the subject 
/should come up on Tuesday, they would then 
| have to decide whether they would send the sub- 
_ ject into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union—where there could be no previous 

question—or not. The country, however, ex- 
| pected action from them upon it, and whether their 
decision might or not, as was said, be obligatory 
or not upon the people, yet they were bound to 
give that decision—the decision of Congress. The 
\| course taken by him in attaining it, by making 
the subject the special order of the day, to the ex- 
clusion of other subjects, was following that of 
last session, upon the tariff, and this session upon 
| the question of the deposites. But notwithstand- 
ing this, he trusted that full opportunity would be 
| afforded to the honorable member to present the 
Massachusetts resolves, and that the debate on 
those from Virginia, which he so much dreaded, 
would ere long be brought to a close. 

Mr. McDUFFIE remarked that it did not ap- 
pear to him that any actual change was made 
by the resolution, to prevent the reception of peti- 
tions‘and memorials. The previous question was 
always in the power of the majority for them to 
use over the minority; it was not therefore for the 
| minority to provokethem into the use of it by un- 
profitable discussion. Asa certain time would in 
| all probability be granted by the majority, if any 
more time was wasted, the minority would only 
be burning out their own candle. He was most 
| anxious to meet the question fuirly, and then have 
a decision upon it. 

Mr. VINTON submitted an amendment ** that 
so much only of the report of the Committee of 
Ways and Means as related to the removal of the 
| deposites ’’ should be the order of the day. 

Mr. COULTER considered that, under all the 
| circumstanees, the postponement sought by the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
ought to have been acceded to, and that it was 
for the advantage of those in favor of the bank, to 
agree to the resolution making the subject the 
| special order of the day. 

After a few remarks from Mr. HARDIN, 








tion. 

The SPEAKER explained, and said the ques- 
tion would be subject to all the rules of other 
privileged questions when it came up on Tuesday 


next. 

Mr. DICKSON asked if it would be in order for 
}| @ majority of the House on Tuesday next to order 
| the subject to be referred to the Committee of the 
|| Whole on the state of the Union. 5 
| The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 
| The resolution, as modified, was then read, and 
| agreed to; after which, . 
The House adjourned. 
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| Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
‘Roads and Canals, reported a bill appropriating 


| . Mr. McDUFFIE inquired the state of the ques-° 
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Jands for cutting a canal from the Wabash river 
to Lake Erie, and for other purposes; which 
was read and ordered to a second reading, and 
the documents accompanying it directed to be 
printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the proceedings of 
a public meeting, and the memorial of persons 
composing the same, of Brooklyn, New York, in 
favor of a restoration of the deposites, and the re- 
charter of the Bank of the United States; which 
were read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGH resented the memorial of 
inhabitants of Suffolk, New York, praying an 
appropriation for the improvement of certain 
inlets of Long Island; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives relative to pensions; which was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of Christopher Casey, and 
that it be referred to the Secretary of War; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented two memorials, one 
from Eastport, and the other from Lubec, Maine, 
praying the restoration of the deposites, and the 
recharter of the Bank of the United States; which 
were read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. KENT presented the petitions of James 
Williams and Benedict I. Heard; the first of 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
on and the latter to the Committee on 

aims. 


Mr. SPRAGUE, from the Committee on Claims, 


reported a bill for the relief of David and Ebe-| 


nezer Robinson; which was read and ordered to a 
second reading. 


Mr. KANE presented the petition of Susannah | 
Pratt; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Claims. 

Mr. KANE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a large number of private 
bills, (the titles of which could not be heard dis- 
tinctly by the reporter,) from the House of Rep- 
resentatives; which were laid upon the table. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
SPRAGUE: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
continuing, for a limited time, the act entitled ** An 
act for the relief of certain insolvent debtors of 
the United States,’ passed on the 2d of March, 
A. D. 1831. 


Mr. TYLER presented the memorial of inhab- 
itants of the towns of Fredericksburg. and Fal- 
mvuth, in Virginia, praying the restoration of the 
deposites to the Bank of the United States. 

Also, the proceedings of a public meeting of in- 
habitants of Accomac county, Virginia, of similar 
import. 

r. TYLER observed, on presenting these 
memorials, that the memorialists prayed a restora- 
tion of the deposites as the proper remedy for their 


sufferings, and why should we not restore them? || 


It is not the Bank of the United States that they 
look to, but the country, the wants of the country, 
and the requirements of the Constitution and the 
laws of the country. He cared not for the bank, 
nor had he inquired whether the Bank required the 
restoration of the deposites. He rather desired to 
see it put to death tranquilly,and that public con- 
fidence may be restored by producing harmony 
between the President and his Secretary and the 
‘bank. He condemned the remark of the gentle- 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Forsyru,] that the Pres- 
ident could not in honor retrace his steps. The 
country wae in = distress, and the honor of the 
President required him to consult the best interests 
of the country. The honor of consistency in con- 
tinuing in error was to bring contempt upon the 
country. Virginia, too, was the constant theme of 
the gentleman’s attacks. The State of his birth, 
which hag given as many evidences of her attach- 
ment to the Union as any other, had been con- 
demned because a former Administration, undera 
Virginia President, had done the same thing which 
she now complains of in this, without receiving 
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|| taining the prices current in Richmond, and it 





|| talists sought investment, and stock rose to 112 | 


at from $8 to $9 per hundred, and fine at from $9 


| being 8} per cent. above par. 











condemnation from her. Mr. T. then proceeded | 
at length to prove there was no analogy between 
the act of Mr. Crawford, in 1817, and that of the || 
present Secretary, and that the precedent was 
nothing, as all those acts paesed without notice at | 
that time, because no one called the proceedings 
in question. 

Mr. BROWN thought he might throw some 
light on the subject of the distress complained of. | 
It would be recollected that the great staple of the | 
State of Virginia was tobacco. That State had | 
beén long engaged in its cultivation, from her ear- || 
liest history. He held in his hand a paper con- 





would be found by it (the Richmond Enquirer of | 
the 8th instant) that good tobacco was now selling | 


to $10, which was better than the average price of | 
the article had been for five years past, and it was | 
considered not only a handsome, but a rich com- | 
pensation, to receive $6. The price of bank | 
stocks was also given,and exhibited the stocks of 
the State and Farmers’ Banks of Virginia at a, | 
This threw sof | 
more light on this picture of distress; and yet if | 
we listen to representations abroad, that ancient | 
Commonwealth is prostrated by this removal of 
the deposites. Thegentleman from Virginia[Mr. | 
F Ses | wished the bank to expire in tranquillity. | 
And who disturbed it? Surely not the President | 
of the United States. Did he seize on its rights, | 
or any member of the Government obstruct its || 
operations? No. It still carried on all its opera- 
tions. The deposites, to be sure, were taken 
away; but they were not the property of the bank. 
By the re: argument, the bank had an || 
unlimited, unqualified property in the deposites. | 
If prayers were to be sent forth against the Presi- 
dent, it struck him the Executive was not to be 
responsible, but the president and directors of the | 
bank. They were responsible for the distress of | 
this operation. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. || 
Leicu] had mistaken the individual for the object | 
upon which the responsibility rested. As respected || 
the matter of honor upon the President in retra- | 
cing his steps, he supposed the mere question of | 
honor would be but a small consideration with | 
him. He looked to a higher, a nobler duty—a | 
duty to the Constitution of the country and the || 
people of the country. He protested against any | 
gentleman taking into custody the President’s || 
honor. He had no doubt the President would || 
bear and would wear his own honors with honor || 
to himself. 
Mr. LEIGH said the memorial lately presented || 
from Richmond was signed by every tobacco mer- | 
chant there, and they asserted that the price of | 
the article was reduced from 15to20 percent. But | 
the true test of the value was the price of the arti- 
cle in foreign markets. In Richmond the price 
varied at from $3 to $25 and $30. And asregarded | 
the price of bank stocks in Virginia, they were || 
affected lately by the determination not to rechar- | 
ter the bank. Before that question was settled, | 
the prices werelow. But afterwards, when it was || 
settled the bank was not to be rechartered, capi- || 








and 113}. But since the Treasury measure, 
have falien to 1084. | 
Mr. FORSYTH said the first memorial pfesent- | 
ed came to him under circumstances of great force. | 
It was couched in very respectful language, and || 
came from most respectable persons in Virginia, | 
and a portion of its signers resided upon the spot | 
where he first saw the light. Of course he could | 
not say anything which was not respectful or kind | 
of them. No doubt they expressed their own | 
wants and their distress, and they asked a restora- 
tion of the deposites; upon which subject he dif- | 
fered with them in opinion. 
Thegentleman from Virginiacharged the friends 
of the Administration with having changed their 
language upon the subject of the deposites. Asto 
himself, (Mr. F. said,) this was a great mistake. 
From the first, he said the removal of the depos- 
ites could not produce the distress. This was the 
very language he held now. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts had told us in express terms, that 
the deposites was a matter of no material consid- 
eration, That the only mode of restoring public 
confidence, and relieving the public distress, was 
to reconcile, to harmonize the Administration and |! 


they | 





een? 


the bank, and that the only way of satisfying the 
poome was to continue the bank fora lmmited time. 

his was the uniform languege. Restore the de- 
posites to-morrow, and let there be no well found- 
ed hope of a recharter of the bank, and things will 
remain precisely as they are. The bank could do 
nothing more with than without the deposites. If 


| it was to wind up, it must wind up, and that could 


not be done without continuing the pressure. 
These were the universal sentiments entertained, 
and the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Tyrer,]} 
in view of his former convictions, must be blind to 
the true question. The questions could not be 
separated; it was not a triumph to be achieved 
over the Administration in the restoration of the 
deposites, but a triumph over it in the recharter of 
the bank. : 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Tyxer] said, 
in reference to him, (Mr. F.,) that he had said 
Virginia never condemned a change of the Gov- 
ernment deposites when the act was done under 
the administration of a Virginia President. Now 
what was the fact?) The present Executive was 
not a Virginian, and his course was denied to be 
legal and constitutional by the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia. The question, then, was the removal of 
the deposites from one place of safety to another” 
place of safety. And did not Mr. Gallatin, under 
the administration of Mr. Jefferson, do the same 
thing? He wasa Virginian. And the deposites 
were removed, not only with the approbation of 
Cangress, but without a murmer of complaint from 
any quarter. And was this union of the purse 
and the sword, this usurpation of power, this 
trampling the Constitution in the dust, condemned 
by Virginia? Never,never. And for what pur- 
pose were the deposites removed by Mr. Craw- 


| ford? Why, for the mom emapens of sustaining the 


tottering State banks. And who thought at that 
day of abusing the President of the United States 
for a usurpation of power? Noman. Mr. Craw- 
ford’s conduct, too, was the subject of accusation 
before Congress. He was charged with transfer- 
ring the public funds without giving his reasons to 
Congress for the act, and what was the report of 
thecommitteeof investigation ? They unanimously 
acquitted him, and accepted of his reasons. But 
what was then said as to the usurpation of power, 
the plundering of the public money, the violation 
of vested rights, the trampling of the Constitution 
under foot? It never entered into the imagination 
of man that it was an act violating either the letter 
or spirit of the Constitution and laws. Here was 
an example sustaining him in point of fact. It 
might have been condemned, but if it had been, he 
had yet to learn it. But the gentleman had told 
us he heard with some surprise an accusation 
against Virginia by a native son of Virginia. He 
(Mr. F ) had made no accusation—he intended to 
makenone. He referred only to the fact to estab- 
lish the course the State had taken, and that which 
she now desired, and would hereafter pursue; and 
which if she did pursue, she would act inconsist- 
ently with her course when one of her own diatin- 
guished sons (Mr. Jefferson] was at the head of 
the Government. 

The gentleman had also said it was dishonor- 
able in the President not to retrace his steps when 


|in error. It was true, an honest and courageous 


man would retrace his steps when he was con- 
vinced he was in error. But what must be the 
character of that man who retracts when he is not 
convinced ? Could the gentleman doubt, could any 
man doubt, that the President of the United States 
thought this step was necessary, not only to the 
public good but to the public liberty? And enter- 
taining this opinion, he would be covered with 
everlasting infamy if he recoiled from the act or 
its responsibility. , 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
WEBSTER, EWING, PRESTON, TYLER, 
and FORSYTH. 

When, at half past three o’clock, on motion of 
Mr. PORTER, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspar, March 13, 1834. 
Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill to change the boundaries of 
certain land districts in Michigan, and for other 
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purposes, Read twice, and ordered to be en- 


grossed for a third reading. 








| For carrying on the works in the city of Sa- 
vannah, Georgia, $25,000 


Mr. HARDIN, from the Committee on the Ju- || Mr. VANCE inquired what sort of works this 


diciary, reported a bill for the relief of Nathaniel 
Tyler. Read twice, and committed. 

Mr. DUNCAN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, moved that the Committee of the 


Whole be discharged from the bill providing for || 


the establishment of two additional land offices in 
the State of Illinois, &c., for the purpose of having 
the bill immediately considered. 


Mr. DUNCAN informed the House that a large || 


district of country had been surveyed, and the 
plats filed in the General Land Office, and only 
wanted the passage of this bill to be brought into 
market. Ee said that sales of public land usually 
took place in the spring and fall; that if this bill 
could not be passed out of its present order on the 


files of the House, the sale would be postponed | 


until fall, which would be equally injurious to the 

interests of the Government, and the citizens re- 

siding in the country, who wished to purchase 

their homes, and make permanent improvements. 
The motion was lost. 


PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, offered by Mr. Marois, of 
Alabama: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 


Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the Uni- 
ted States in the State banks; and, also, as to the 
expediency of defining by law all contracts here- | 
after to be made with the Secretary for the safe- | 
keeping, management, and disbursement of the || 
same. 

Mr. BURGES took the floor, and asked if it | 
was in order to move an amendment to the reso- 
lution, so as to move a different instruction on the | 
same subject. 

The CHAIR said the motion would be in order 
under certain restrictions, which he indicated. 

Mr. BURGES proceeded to reply to the argu- | 
ment of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Mar- || 
pis,] and after speaking about half an hour, gave || 
way to a motion to proceed to the orders of the | 


day. 1 
The SPEAKER protem. (Mr. Foor) announced || 
that the pension bill was the special order. | 
Mr. POLK moved that the House resolve itself || 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 
Union, for the purpose of taking up the bill || 
making ] 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE ARMY. | 


Mr. MARSHALL contended for his right to | 
the floor. 
The SPEAKER decided that the order of the || 
day not having been announced, the motion of Mr. || 
Poxx was in order. 1 
Mr. POLK then called for the yeas and nays; | 
which were ordered. 1 
The House decided to go into Committee, Mr. || 
Wayne in the chair—yeas 134, nays 37. 
The bill having been taken up, the motion || 
pending being one made by Mr. McKay, to reduce || 
the miscellaneous appropriation from $356,000 to | 
6,000, {| 

Mr. McKAY said that, having had an interview 
on this subject with the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, who had, on examination | 
of some of the items, consented to reduce them | 
considerably, he would withdraw his motion. 

Mr.*POLK admitted that there might be a || 
reduction made in the item of fuel, which was || 
comprised in this; and he moved to strike out || 
$356,000, and insert $344,000. Agreed to. 1] 

The next item being for transportation of cloth- || 
ing, subsistence, ordnance, &c., $150,000; 

Mr. POLK moved to reduce it to $145,000; 
which was agreed to, 

The allowance to officers for the transportation 
of their baggage, when on duty, and for per diem 
allowance to officers in topographical duty, was 
reduced from $70,000 to $53,000. 

The item for the rewards, and other expenses | 
incident to the apprehension of deserters, $8,000, 
was stricken out. 

For contingencies of the Army, $10,000, was || 


| purpose, upon which the committee felt it their 


| the military station from Fort Gibson into the In- 
| dian territories, for the troops of the United States 
| ought to be placed on our own borders, as much 


_on the Arkansas river. He stated that the gar- 


i] oreroreae was for. 
r. POLK said this was to complete the erec- 
|| tion of barracks, for which there was an appropri- 
ation. made the last year. 
Mr. VANCE was opposed to the whole bar- 

_ rack system, as unnecessary and burdensome. He 
| thought it ought to be curtailed. Barracks were 
|| often erected at great expense, after which they 
would be abandoned. He instanced the caserof 
| Fort Gibson, for which there was an item in this 
| bill making an appropriation of $25,000 to erect 
barracks there, whilst there was on the table a 
| bill reported which went to change the military 
| station from that place into the Territory of Ar- 
|| kansas. 
| Mr. POLK said, that when the bill alluded to 
| by the member from Ohio came up, he hoped to 
|| be able to show him that it ought not to pass. 
|The present appropriation was Seat ae 
|| sary to afford protection tothe Army. The ap- 
| pgppriation of last year had been applied to the 
{| ayporer of the site on which the erections were to 
'| be made. With respect to the erection of barracks 
_ at Fort Gibson, it would be recollected that, in con- 
|| sequence of the removal of the Indians, it became 
|, one of the most important posts in the West. The 
| present building was in a state of decay, and as it 
| was deemed more economical to erect a permanent 
| building of brick and stone, the Secretary of War 
had directed an estimate to be submitted for that 


duty to report an appropriation for it. 
Mr. R. M. JOHNSON pledged himself to show 
to the House that it would not be politic to change 





to protect our own citizens as to keep peace among 


|| the Indian tribes. 


Mr. JONES, of Georgia,and Mr. WILLIAMS, 
objected to the appropriations for barracks. 

r. GAMBLE bore testimony to the necessity 
there was of them in Savannah. 

Mr. POLK said that, where there were no bar- 
racks, the health of the officers and soldiers must 
be hazarded by being turned into the open air. It | 
would not require more than twenty dollars a man 
to furnish them with comfortable barracks. 

Mr. WARD enlarged upon their importance in 
a military point of view, and advocated the ap- 
propriations. 

he appropriation was agreed to.. 

The items for continuing repairs and alterations, 
&c., at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, $10,000; 

For erecting officers’ quarters at Fort Severn, 


|| Annapolis, $5,000; 


For carrying on the worksat Green Bay, Mich- 
igan, $10,000; were severally agreed to. 

For extending the works and erecting additional | 
barracks at Fort Gibson, Arkansas, $25,000. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to strike out this appro- 
priation and insert $10,000 for erection of a fort 


rison was in an unsuitable place, where it was of 
no use, and as long as it was there, he was not | 
in favor of appropriating a cent for its accommo- 
dations 

Mr. POLK went into some explanations to 
show that, in the opinion of the War Department, 
Fort Gibson was one of the most important posts 
in the western country. If there had been a force 
there formerly, it would have saved the Govern- 
ment the expense of a million of dollars. Allthe 
information which he had received on this point 
went to assure him that this information was 


necessary. 
Mr. ASHLEY was surprised at the opinion of 
the Secretary of War, that so large a sum as 


$10,000 should be expended for the erection of || 


barracks at Fort Gibson, because so many Indians 
were located there. The great mass of Indians 


were farther north on the Missouri river, and the | 
commissioners appointed to look out for proper || 





locations for Indians were looking five hundred | 
miles up the Missouri for proper situations. A | 
post at Fort Gibson was not so important, there- | 
fore, as had been represented. 


| 
Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, said he was will- | | 


to. | ing to make such an appropriation for the repairs 
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eennene, 


of the barracks at Fort Gibson as might be neces- 

sary to render them comfortable. "He did not 
think it would be good policy to retain a post 
within thesettlements of the Indians, and he should 
object to appropriations which contemplated any 
permanent posts in their vicinity. 

Mr. VANCE thought, he said, that the soldiers 
ought to erect their own barracks generally. He 

was not in favor of this bill when it was reported, 
but he thought that those who had charge of the 
defence of the country were better judges of the 
eligibility of different posts than the people of Ar- 
kansas. Believing, however, that the general ap- 
propriation for. the repairs of barracks was suffi- 
cient, without this specific appropriation, he should 
vote for striking out the clause. 

Mr. SEVIER made some further remarks in 
apport of his motion, dissenting from the opinion 
of the Secretary of War, and contending that the 
garrison might as well be in Cuba as the place 
where it was. It was true that in that portion of 
Arkansas a post was highly necessary, but the 
Indians and the people of Arkansas were both op- 
posed to the present position of the garrison, and 
7 one was in favor of it except the Secretary of 

ar. 

Mr. CAGE opposed the motion to strike out, 
and contended that the Secretary of War, obtain- 
| ing, as he did, the best information from the offi- 
cers of the army, was better qualified than any 
one else to form an opinion as to the advantages 
of different positions for the establishment of mili- 
tary posts. The gentleman says that the people 
of Arkansas do not wish to have the post in its 
present position. It might be that the garrison, 
in its present position, does not afford them so 
good a market for their eggs, chickens, and ducks, 
as it might in another situation; but that consider- 
ation might not have guided the Secretary of War 
in forming his opinion. Mr. C. spoke earnestly 
in support of the policy and justice of making am- 
ple provision for the defence of the frontiers from 
the hostilities of the Indians. 

Mr. CLAYTON supported the motion. The 
Cherokee Indians, against whom the people of 
Arkansas wished to be protected, were between 
them and the fort; and the fort was, therefore, as 
beneficial to the Cherokees as to the people of Ar- 
kansas. If the fort was to protect Arkansas, it 
ought to come back to the Arkansas line. 

r. R. M. JOHNSON regretted that a matter 
so easily understood had consumed so much time, 
and proceeded to make some explanations respect- 
ing it. The question was whether we should keep 
a post forty miles within the Indian country or 
| bring it back to the Arkansas line. He contended 
| that the intercourse between the garrison and the 
Indians was highly disadvantageous to the morals 
| of the latter. 

Mr. HUBBARD opposed the motion. ~Perma- 
| nent barracks were not wanted, but the Secretary 
| merely proposed to repair the barracks for the ac- 

commodation of the troops now at the post. As 
| to the position of the fort, he contended that every 
| fort ought to be in advance of civilization, and 
| that it was absurd to erect a line of posts on the 
| frontier of its defence against the Indians. The. 
| gentleman from Kentucky was mistaken in sup- 

posing that the fort was built on lands belonging 
| to the Indians, the land having been reserved to 
| the United States. Had the gentleman informed 
_us of any acts of depredation committed by In- 
| dians east of Fort Gibson? He had not. He 
hoped the House would decide upon the motion, 
in order that we might get the bill through the 
committee. 

Mr. SPEIGHT remarked, that the reservation 
referred to by the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire was so limi 





_ tary Affairs wish to check the disturbances which 
grew out of the vicinity of the posts to the Indian 
| settlements. 
| Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, proposed an 
amendment to the bill, which the Chair pronounced 
to be out of order. 
Mr. H. EVERETT said that in case the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Arkansas should be 
rejected, he would move to strike out the words 
‘creating additional barracks at Fort Gibson,”’ 


| and the word ‘‘ twenty,” so as to reduce the ap- 
propriation to five thousand dollars. 





ted, that it could not be used for® 
|| the purpose of this fort. The Committee on Mili- 
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Mr. SEVIER protested against the use of th 
opinion of the Secretary of War as an oracle in 
this House, though he had (he said) as much | 
respect for the Secretary as any other gentleman. | 
He went on to speak at some length in support of 
his motion. 

Mr. WATMOUGH supported the motion, and | 
contended that no precise information had been 

iven by the Committee of Ways and Means for 
G ccenting from the Committee on Military Affairs, | 
whose opinion he thought was entitled to as much | 
weight as that of the Secretary of War. 
opinion of the people of Arkansas, as expressed 





through their representative, was also entitled to | $1,000 


respect. 

Mr. GILMER said it was highly important to 
the success of the plans for meliorating the con- 
ditions of the Indians, that they should cease to 
entertain any jealousies of us. The Choctaws 
and Cherokees were, essentially, peaceful in their 


habits and feelings; their warlike spirit had been || 


broken down. it was now necessary to remove 
from them the apprehensions which they enter- 
tain of our control by withdrawing our troops. 
A small force only is necessary to be retained in 
the Indian country to prevent collisions betwgen 
the different tribes themselves. He did not think | 
it advisable now to withdraw the post, but he 
was in favor of reducing the appropriation to 

Mr. POLK said that it was plain that if the 
post was to be continued at Port Gibson, some 
arrangement ought to be made for the accommo- 
dation of the troops there stationed. The Secretary 
of War stated that the post could not be safely 
removed from Port Gibson, and he certainly | 
understood the locality of the post, the situation 
of the Indians, and the proper means of defending 
the frontier, as well as any gentleman here. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. 
WATMOUGH, HUBBARD, ASHLEY, and 
DUNCAN, 

_Mr. GAMBLE moved that the committee do 
rise. 

The motion was rejected—yeas 65, nays 81. 

Mr. CLAYTON then contended that the best 
location for a fort would be on the western line, 
* between the lands occupied by the Choctaws and 
the Territory of Arkansas. 

Mr. GORHAM said that the communication 
made on this subject by the Secretary of War 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, was pred- 
icated on the assumption that Port Gibson was 
to be hereafter a permanent military station. He 
did not think, unless the House was prepared to 
assent to this, that so large an appropriation as 
twenty-fivethousand dollars was necessary ; twelve 
or fifteen thousand would be sufficient to keep the 
present buildings in repair for two or three years; 
after which, if it should be found necessary to 
keep it up as a permanent military station, then | 
would be the time to make the large erections that 
were contemplated. 

The question on the amendment proposed by 
Mr. SEVIER was put, and rejected. 

Mr. HORACE EVERE thereupon moved 
to strike out the appropriation for erecting addi- 
tional works, &c., at Port Gibson, $25,000, and 
to insert ‘‘ for making temporary repairs there, 
$5,000;”’ which was agreed to. 

Mr. POLK said, as the appropriation of ten 
thousand dollars for the erection of new barracks 
at Fort Armstrong, also of the same amount for 
the repairs of the barracks, and for defences at 
Fort Brady, might be postponed until next year, | 
he would move to have these items stricken out. | 
Agreed to. 

r. ASHLEY moved an amendment, for erect- 
ing an arsenal at St. Louis, Missouri, $8,500. 
Agreed to. 

The following items were then read, and sever- 





ally agreed to: 
For the purchase of land adjoining Fort Sulli- 
van, Eastport, Maine, $3,500. 
For national armories, $360,000. 
For the armament of fortifications, $100,000. 
For the current expenses of the ordnance service, 


For arsenals, $150,000.. 

For the purchase of five thousand sets accoutre- 
ments for the artillery and infantry regiments, 
$14,250. 


The | 


| 
i 
j 
| 





| States, and regarding the reasons of the Secretary 





| upper workshop, renewing and repairing fences on 


| on the Shenandoah river, at the national armory, 


| ing a carpenter’s and machine shop, at the same | 


| dock ai the Mount Vernon arsenal, in the State of 
| Alabama, 


unexpended of a former appropriation, $6,000. 
For contingent expenses of the recruiting ser- | 
vice, in addition to $6,043 unexpended of a former | 
appropriation, $14,000. 
or ores prior to the first of July, 
hundred and fifteen, payable through the office of | 
the Third Auditor, in addition to an unexpended | 
balance in the Treasury, $3,000. 
To enable the Second Auditor to close the | 
accounts under the act of third March, eighteen 
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| morial from the Legislative Council of Michigan, 


eighteen 


hundred and twenty-one, allowing three months’ || 
gratuitous pay to disbanded officers and soldiers, || 


and six companies of Missouri militia, ordered | 


into service by the Governor of that State, in the || 


year eighteen hundred and thirty-two, $35,000. 
For finishing gun-racks and making window | 
shutters to the new arsenal; rebuilding middle water 


praying remuneration for losses sustained by the 
citizens of that Territory during the late war; 
which, 

On motion of Mr. NAUDAIN, was referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the proceedings of a 
convention of delegates from the several towns in 
the county of Windsor, Vermont, held at Wood- 
stock, disapproving of the removal of the depos- 
ites, and asking their restoration to the Bank of 


,000. || the United States; which were read, referred to the 
For the payment of ee and staff officers || 
i 


Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. McKEAN presented the proceedings of the 
largest meeting which had ever assembled in Phil- 


|| adelphia, held on the 4th of March, 1834, sustain- 


ing the Executive in the acts of his administra- 
ion; attributing the present distress of the com- 


shop, one hundred and ten by fifty feet; and for |" munity to the course of the bank; approving of the 
building a house for steam engine, including a || veto of the bank bill; of Governor Wolt’s late 
store-room for iron, fifty-two by forty-six feet, at |, message relative to the bank, and approving of the 
the national armory, Springfield, Massachusetts, || call of a national convention for the nomination of 


$12,200. 

For additional machinery and fixtures at the 
same armory, viz: three water wheels for grinding 
musket barrels, six water wheels and twenty-two 
forges required in the middle water shop, blast 
machinery fer eleven double forges, and for the 
purchase of new and improved labor-saving ma- 
chinery, $17,800. 

For slating roof and rebuilding water wheel of 


the eons ground, and for painting public buildings |, 
at the same armory, $3,500. 

For repairing dam, (and removing obstructions || 
in way of,) supplying the water to the rifle factory | 
Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, $2,000. | 

For the completion of the machinery in the three | 
shops, for turning, boring, and stocking muskets; | 
the completion of the canal, furnishing the water | 
power; erecting an annealing shopand proof-house; | 
erecting two shops for tempering spring and pol- | 
ishing barrels; erecting two engine houses, and | 
making addition to stocking shops; and for erect- | 


armory, $36,114 86. 


For erecting store-houses for iron and pit coal, | 


repairing paymaster’s and clerk’s quarters, con- || fi 


structing a river wall, sinking three wells on Camp 
Hill, grading and paving the open spaces between | 
the public shops, and for painting some of the 
public buildings at the same armory, $8,589 87. 
For the payment of the taxes assessed by the | 


| State of Pennsylvania on the United States arsenal 
| on the Schuylkill river, $568 59. 





For the purchase of three acres of Jand on the 


Alabama river, and building a warehouse and 


1,800 50. 
Mr. CONNOR proposed an additional clause, 
giving the franking privilege to the Chief Engineer. 
Mr. ADAMS warned the House not to sanc- 
tion such a doctrine as the insertion of such matters 
into their bills making appropriations. He thought 


that the franking privilege ought to be curtailed | &* 


rather than enlarged. 
~Mr. CONNOR said, that the proposition which 
he had made was under the sanction pf the Secre- | 


tary of War, and he believed that such a privilege || 


was inserted with the assenting vote of the honor- | 


The clause was rejected; and, 
On motion of Mr. POLK, the committee rose 





| 
able member from Massachusetts in a former bill. | 


and reported the bill as amended to the House; || 


after which the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 14, 1834. 


ti 
| 


| 
| 


high executive officers, as the only practicable 
mode of preserving the union of the Democratic 
party. 

Mr. McK. said he fully agreed in the opinions 
and views expressed in the proceedings of this 


| meeting with the exception of that part approving 
| of a national convention for the nomination of 


| of the Union. 


| 


| 
} 


candidates for the Presidency and Vice Presidency 
Mr. McK. moved that the pro- 
ceedings be read, referred to the Committee on 
Finance, end printed. Agreed to. 

Mr. McKEAN also presented the proceedings 
of three public meetings in different townships of 
Perry county, Pennsylvania, disapproving of the 
action of the Government in relation to the United 
States Bank, and the removal of the deposites, and 
opposed to a national convention. Mr. McK. 
said he was not in favor of all the sentiments 
expressed in these proceedings, but he did con- 
cur in the political sentiments therein avowed. 

On his motion the proceedings took the same 
order as those preceding. 

Mr. WILKINS, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, without amendment, to exempt mer- 
chandize imported under certain circumstances 
rom the operation of the act of the 19th of May, 
1828, entitled ‘* An act in alteration of the several 
acts imposing duties on impearts;’’ which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill, without amendment, 

rescribing the mode of advertising the public 
ands. 

The Senate then proceeded to the special order 
of the day, being the report of the Committee on 


| Finance, and Mr. Cray’s resolution on 


| 
| 


| 


THE REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 
Mr. TALLMADGE rose and concluded his 


| speech, sustaining the reasons of the Secretary; 


when : 

Mr. WRIGHT moved an adjournment, but 
ve way to 
Mr. WAGGAMAN, upon whose motion it 
was ordered that when the Senate adjourns it 
adjourn until Monday. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, March 14, 1834. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Marinus W. Gilbert; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the proceedings of a || Land Claims, asked to be discharged from the 


large meeting of the citizens of Brooklyn, New | 
York, together with a memorial of the same, ap- 
roving of the course of the President of the United 





of the Treasury for the removal of the deposites 
as sound and conclusive, and praying that the 
bank may not be rechartered. The proceedings 
and memorial were read, referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


j 
| 


further consideration of the petition of William 


| ©. Hazzard; which was ordered to be laid on the 


| 
' 


| 


table. 
The House then resumed the consideration of 


|, the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Mar- 
| Dis, Viz: 


| 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of the 
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Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as to 


hereafter to be made with the Secretary, for the 


safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of | 


the same. 


Mr. BURGES resumed, and after addressing | 


the House a few moments on the general bank 
subject, he gave way, from indisposition; and the 
further consideration of the resolution having been, 
on motion of Mr. WH&TTLESEY, postponed, 


Mr. POLK asked the unanimous consent of the || 


House to take up the Army appropriation bill. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY objecting, 


Mr. POLK moved tne suspension of the rule set- | 
ager even for private bills, for that purpose. | 


he House refused: Ayes 93, noes 50. 


The following engrossed bills were read a third 
time, and passed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Haggerty & Austin; 

A biil for the relief of Peleg Spencer; 

A bill for the relief of Noah Staley; 

A bill for the relief of John Hone & Sons; 

A bill to compromise the claims of the United 
States against Minturn & Champlin; 

A bill for the relief of John Kimberly; 

A bill for the relief of the widow and heirs of 
Felix St. Vrain; 

A bill for the relief of Andrew McCollum; 

A bill for the relief of George Bowen; 

A bill for the relief of William K. Paulding; 

A bill for the relief of W. Hazlett; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph W. Wormstead; 

A bill for the relief of Richard W; Meade; 

A biil for the relief of Mary O'Sullivan; 


A bill for the relief of the owners of the schooner || 


Joseph and Mary; 
A bill for the relief of Samuel D. Walker; 


A bill for the relief of Alexander J. Robinson; || 
A bili for the rehef of the heirs at law and rep- | 


resentatives of William G. Christopher; 


A bill for the relief of William B. Doliber and || 


others; 
of James Brown; 


ert Brush; 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Crocker 


Sampson, deceased; and 
A bill for the relief of Henry Whitney. 


John De. Graff being on its final passage, 


Mr. WHITTLESEY remarked that this bill | 


had passed through unnoticed by him. He con- 


sidered the principle upon which it was sought to || Doctor Douglass and others, descriptive and . 


|| probatory of the experiments, which were su 


grant compensation to those parties, for having 


received payments from the Government in treas- | 
ury notes, to be dangerous, and as tending to | 
involve the Government in other similar claims. | 


He was induced to move that it should be recom- 
mitted. 

Mr. POLK suggested a postponement of the 
bill tif] to-morrow. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY assented, and withdrew 
his motion to recommit. . 

Mr. CAMBRELENG wished to explain. 

Mr. HLUBBARD moved to postpone the bill 
until Saturday in the next week. 


Mr. EWING moved to recommit the bill. —_|| 


The SPEAKER decided this motion was not in | 
order, as there wes a motion to postpone to a day | 
certain, and which it was not in order to debate. | 

The motion of Mr. HUBBARD prevailed. 

Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rule of the | 
House in order to take up the Army bill, the bill 
in relation to the Cumberland road, and several | 
other appropriation bills. Lost. 


Army bill alone. 

Mr. McK ENNAN moved to amend the motion 
80 as to include the bill for continuing and repair- 
ing the Cumberland road. 


Mr. EWING requested a division of the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. LANE requested his colleague to withdraw 
the motion, as it would embarrass the House. 


j 
| 
| 


Mr. EWING persisted, and accordingly the tl 











q 


| soldier in the service. 

















| question was first taken on the motion to suspend 
| the rule for the purpose of taking up the Army bill, 
the expediency of defining by law all contracts |, and — decided in the affirmative. 
|| nays 62. 

The question was then taken on the second | 
branch of the motion—to suspend the rule for the | 


Yeas 125, 


purpose of taking up the Cumberland road bill, 


_and decided in the negative—yeas 94, nays 91— || 


not two-thirds, 
The House then took up the bill making appro- 








| Mr. JONES went into a constitutional argu. 
/Mment against the allowance, and proposed that 
each member should purchase one or more copies 
| of the book, which, in his opinion would be the 
most constitutional way that the House could 
reward the meritorious services for which it was 
made. 

Mr. SCHLEY adverted to the refusal on the 
_ part of the old Confederation to grant to Congress 
'the power of rewarding discoveries in science. 


priations for the support of the Army for the year || He was therefore compelled to oppose it on con- 
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The amendment adopted in the Committee of 


the Whole, granting $1,825 to Doctor Beaumont 


| of the Army, by way of extra allowance, in con- 
|| sideration of extra services in making professional 


experiments, being under consideration, 

Mr. HALL, of North Carolina, opposed the 
amendment, and asked the yeas and nays upon the 
question of concurrence, and they were ordered. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG opposed the amendment, 


for the reason, he said, that he was unwilling to || 


make the appropriation billsa pack-horse for every 
private claim. 

Mr. HARDIN opposed the provision for the 
same reasons. 

Mr. E. EVERETT, in reply toa question from 
Mr. CAGE, stated that Dr. Beaumont was a sur- 


| geon inthe United States Army, and that the person | 
/upon whom the experiments were made was a || 
In reply to the remark of 
| the gentleman from New York, he said that the 
|| reason for making the provision in the appropria- || 

tion bill was, that in the present state of business || 
||in the House, there was no hope of obtaining its | 


assage in any other way. 
Mr. BROWN said that this reason would admit 


| the attachment of a provision of any subject tothe 
|| appropriation bill. If the subject was brought up || 


in a separate bill, he would support it. 
Messrs. FILLMORE and WAYNE spoke in 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives | favor of the amendment, and contended that the 


|, provision properly belonged to the Army appro- 


A bill for the relief of Benedict Alford and Rob- || Priation bill. 


The debate was continued by Messrs. HAR- 


DIN, EVERETT, and CHILTON. 


Mr. POPE expressed his hope, as the subject 


| was well understood by the House, that a vote 
: : || would be taken at once upon the amendment, that 
Phe bill for the relief of Jonathan Wolton and || they might go on to the consideration of the other 


parts of the bill. 
Mr. WAYNE presented various letters from 


mitted to the Joint Library Committee, and which 
had influenced them in recommending this extra 
allowance. He called for the reading of them. 

The letters were read accordiogly. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, although he did not 
desire to undervalue the justice of the claim, yet 
he could not conceive that an appropriation bill 
was the proper place to have it attended to. 
the claim was to reward merit, there was an ap- 


propriate committee for that purpose to take it up, || vision to the bill, restricting the application of the 


if it was connected with the military affairs of the 


| country. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND would vote for this 
amendment, and thought nothing could be more 
important to the country than anything which 
could tend to illustrate the diet system for the 
army, which the experiments of Surgeon Beau- 


| mont unquestionably did in an eminent degree. 
| Surgeon B. 

| experiments out of his own funds. 
| that he was, upon every view that could be taken 
| of the subject, fully entitled to the amount, in jus- 


Mr. POLK then varied his motion so as to sus- || tice to science, to the army, and to the country. 


pend the rule for the purpose of taking up the || 


had advanced the cost of making these 
He contended 


Mr. MANN, of New York, said, if all other 


|| objections to this were waived, there was some- 


thing due to the considerations of the danger that 
would ensue from creating a precedent for remu- 


| nerating services of this kind in this way. 
Mr. POLK accepted the amendment as a modi- || 


fication of his motion, and called for the yeas and | 
nays on the question, and they were ordered. \| 


Mr. TURRILL opposed the allowance. 

Mr. P. C. FULLER supported it. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY desired, if it was in order, 
to call for the previous question, that a decision 
might be procured without debate. 

he SPEAKER explained that the previous 


question must cut off this, and all other amend- 
ments. 





brary Committee. 


| & 
lo 


If | pin, 





| stitutional grounds. 
| Mr. HARDjustified the allowance on the ground 
| of expense incurred by Surgeon Beaumont, which 
| was to produce results beneficial to the public gen- 
erally. 
_ Mr. J.Q. ADAMS objected to the mode and 
form by which the allowance was proposed. It 
/appeared to have come up upon a memorial pre- 
sented to the other branch, the Senate, and which 
had by that body been referred to the Joint Li- 
He reminded gentlemen, al- 
though he was not opposed to the claim, if pre- 
sented in another shape, that it was the peculiar 
| province of the House to originate all bills making 
»propriations formoney. Hehad noconstitutional 
Tetons to the power of Congress granting re- 
| wards for discoveries in science; but he thought 
| they ought to be only granted upon memorials 
| presented to the House, and which being referred 
by them to a committee to report, the House 
would be in a situation fairly to decide upon their 
| merits. 
| The question on concurrence with the Commit- 
tee of the Whole in the amendment was taken by 
yeas and nays, and decided in the negative—yeas 
| 56, nays 129. 
| The question being on concurrence with the 
| amendment reducing the appropriation for works 
/and barracks at Fort Gibson, Arkansas, from 
$25,000 to $5,000, 
| Mr. SEVIER opposed the amendment, objecting 
| strongly to the maintenance of the post within the 
| limits of the Indian territory. 
Mr. H. EVERETT said that the amendment 
| only went to prevent the extension of the works 
'at Fort Gibson. All that it decided was, that we 
should not erect permanent works at Fort Gibson; 
not saying where a permanent post shall be estab- 
lished. So far the amendment aided the object 
| of the gentleman from Arkansas, and he was sur- 
| prised at his objecting to it. . 
The House concurred in the amendment. 
M;. SEVIER moved to strike out the section, 
/as amended, from the bill, and insert in lieu there- 
/of an appropriation of $10,000, to establish a 
| military post at Fort Smith, on the Arkansas 
| line. 
The motion was rejected. 
The other amendments reported from the Com- 
| mittee of the Whoie, were severally concurred in, 
| without debate. 
The question being on the engrossment of the 





Mr. JONES, of Georgia, moved to add a pro- 


/ sums granted for the erection and repairs of bar- 
a to the purchase of materials necessary to be 
| used, 

Mr. JONES said his object was to reduce the 
expense of these buildings by making it necessary 
for the soldiers to do the work themselves. 

The motion was rejected. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. , 

On motion of Mr. J.@. ADAMS, the use of 
| the Hall, on Tuesday evening, was granted to the 
| members of the bar of the Supreme Court, for the 

purpose of hearing an eulogium on the late Win- 
Liam Wirr. 
The House then adjourned. 








In our report of the proceedings of Mr. Poix’s 
motion, we mistook the remark which fell from 
the Chair as to the debate which had taken place 
on the presentation of memorials. The Speaker 
remarked that the Chair was not responsible for 
the course of the debate, He had attempted to 

| Prevent debate; but the House had permitted it 
when appealed to, and it was for the House, and 
| not the Chair, to arrest it. 








1834. 

REMARKS OF MR. MUHLENBERG, | 
OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

In THE House or RepresEenTatives, * 


Tvespay, March 4, 1834, 


On the Bill to provide for the settlement of certain 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Tam pleased, Mr. Speaker, that some of | 
our young friends have found an opportu- | 
nity of exhibiting their talents at speech- |, 
making, and delivering animated addresses 
upon a new subject. Itis, however, to be 
regretted, that both the subject and the 


time appear to be ill-chosen. Indeed, I || the favorable testimony of the investigating | 
cannot but express my surprise and regret | committees. Sir, this delay in the settle- 


that there should be opposition to a bill of | ment of private claims is a growing evil. 


the description of that now before you—a | Anything which may decrease their num- | 
bill providing for the settlement of the |) ber, and thusenable the House to give more | 
most just and best founded of all revolu- |) time to the remainder, should, I think, be 
tipnary claims; and particularly that the | 
opposition should only show itself in the | 
last stage of the bill, when amendment can 
no longer be admitted. 

The report which accompanied the bill 
when it was brought into the House, and 

















nut pass, a majority of these cases must | 
| necessarily be placed on the calendar in | 
as short a period as possible. This will, 

of course, greatly increase the business of 
the House, and in the same degree pre- 

vent its action upon other private claims, | 
a large number of which have been pend- 
ing for years without receiving any further 
notice than being placed from time totime, | 
from year to year, upon the calendar, some | 
| proof, at least, that they are just, that the | 


| 
i 
1| 


claimants are entitled to relief as they have | 


Another object. of the committee was, to 
accelerate the settlement of such of these 
claims as are just and sustained by suffi- | 
cient evidence. Probably—and I judge 
from some experience, Mr. Speaker— 
which was read at the Clerk’s desk when || probably it would take Congress five or 


it was under consideration in the Com- || more years to pass definitively upon those 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the || 





Union, amply explains the nature of the | tee on Revolutionary Claims, if, as is at 


claims to be provided for, and the principles || 
upon which they are to be settled. That | 
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| ernment. 
calculated to find favor in this»Hall. | 


/ cases which are now before the Commit- || 


present the practice, a special act is to be | 
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| may fail to apply at the proper source. 
This difficulty would at once be obviated, 
if, as provided for in the bill on your table, 
a decision on these cases and a settlement 
were left to the Treasury Department. All 
the evidence im the possession of the Gov- 


| ernment would then at once be collected 
| to one point, and made to bear upon every 
| individual case. Few unjust claims would, 
in this mode of procedure, escape a re- 
|| jection, whereas now they may at times 


/escape the vigilance of any committee 
upon whom the House may choose to 
throw the burden of investigating them. 

The bill before you, Mr. Speaker, would 
then, should it become a law, save the time 
of the House and the money of the Gov- 

It would go far to ensure the 
rejection of unjust claims, and accelerate 
the settlement of such as are just, not only 
of this class, but of all others left for the 
decision of Congress. It would ensure 


| the same measure of justice to one citizen 


which is granted to another, and could 


| not fail, by equal, exact, and speedy jus- 


tice, of giving satisfaction to all parties. 
But the gentleman from New Hamp- 

shire, [Mr. Prerce,} complains that all 

proofs for the validity of these claims are 


|| made to rest upon presumption, and mere 


| passed in each individual case. But, sir, 
report has, also, no doubt, been read, ex- || it is not to be presumed that the cases at | 


present before the committee are the only 
existing cases. More will no doubt be 
referred during the present, and more at 
the next session of Congress. There may 
be from fifty to one hundred more cases 
scattered through the Middle, Eastern, 
‘and Western States, the present cases 
| being principally from the South. Should 
the bill fail, I grieve forthe delay of justice, | 
| which must inevitably be the consequence. | 
In many highly meritorious cases it will be | 
equal to anentire denial of justice, and he | 
who fought your battles gallantly and shed | 
his blood freely, and sacrificed his all with- | 
out hesitation, to secure your independ- | 
ence, will go down to his grave with 
sorrow, and bequeath no blessing to an 
ungrateful country. Whereas, should the 
bill become a law, this whole class of cases 
_may be disposed of ina twelvemonth, and 
thereby speedy justice be ensured to the 
still surviving meritorious officer of the 
Revolution : or, if he has gone to rest with 
his brave associates, at least to his de- 


amined, and considered by the great mass | 
of the honorable gentlemen around me in || 


their own chambers. It would, therefore, 
appear unnecessary to take up much of 
the time of the House in discussing the 
provisions and merits of the bill. Its na- 
ture and objects must be understood ; the 
utility and even necessity of its passage be 
generally felt. Under such circumstances 
its fate might readily be left to the good 
sense, to the justice and experience of 
the House, without another word in its 
defence. 

As, however, there has been an opposi- 
tion unlooked for, a sounding of trumpets 
to the right and left, to collect forces fora | 
further onset, I must be permitted to saya 
word in regard to the objects of the com- | 
mittee, and a word in reply toa few of the 
objections raised against the bill, leaving a 
reply tothe remainder to other gentlemen 
of the committee, who will, no doubt, tri- 
umphantly vindicate its provisions. 

The committee under whose orders the 
bill was reported, had several objects in 


| 


{ 


which it was thought might be accom- 
plished by its passage. 

One of these objects was, to save the 
time of the House ; a point considered as 
of some importance. A large number of 
cases, about two handred, all of a similar 
character, and embraced in the provisions 
of the bill, were referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims during the pres- 
ent session of Congress. The mass of 
these have remained unacted upon; they 
have been held back in the hope of a 
prompt action and speedy passage of the 
present general bill which provides for the 


settlemeut of this whole class of claims at | 





the Treasury Department. Should the vill 


| 
'| scendants, who have become impoverished 
view, which seemed to them laudable, and | 


|| description—that adverse to the claimants, | 


presumption. Far from it, Mr. Speaker. 
The gentleman has misapprehended the 
intentions of the committee. Under the 
bill, absolute, positive proof of service ts 
required to the year 1781, when the army 
of the Revolution was reorganized under 
the resolution of October, 1780; it is in 
fact required to the virtual close of the war, 
when the equity of the case would require 
the admission of the claim. If presump- 
tions are admitted after that period, who 
will venture to assert that they are unrea- 
sonable? It is unreasonable to suppose 
that an officer who had served until the 
war was considered as at an end, would 
voluntarily resign his commission, and 
that he would not hold to the advantages 
| promised him if he should continue in the 
| service a short time longer, when there 
'| was in fact little fatigue and less danger 
| connected with the service! Surely there 
is nothing unreasonable in such a pre- 
| sumption. Would not self-interest, honor, 
the known attachment formed to military 
| life by a long continuance in it, lead to the 
| presumption that the great mass of officers 
by the sacrifices of their ancestor. | would hold to their commis&pns until a 
Another object of the committee was, to || disbandment of the army took place? 

render the rejection of all unjust, unfound- || If there be presumptions as to any 
ed claims of this class nearly éertain; at } part of the evidence, they are such, Mr. 
‘least more so than can now be expected. || Speaker, as have been admitted by wiser 
Whatever evidence may exist in favor of | heads than mine, or perhaps, than that of 
these claims, is of course sought out and | my young, estimable, and talented friend 
invariably presented to Congress, or rather || from New Hampshire. The fathers of 
its committees ; whereas that of a contrary | the nation—the Senate, have acted upon 
| them for many years past, and the House 
if there be any—is either not known to | has followed the example set by the Sen- 
them, or.held back. This evidence, ad- || ate. Nay, sir, both Houses have for years 
verse to the claims, is scattered through- | past, not only acted upon some presump- 
out the public offices. The members of | uve proof, they have acted upon the ad- 
the committee are obliged to go in search || mitted fact, that service was not continued 
of it, and yet, after their utmost care and || longer than the capture of York in 1781. 
assiduity, it may escape their search ; they || Thus in the case of General Hamilton's 





| 
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have retired after that event, considered 


as the close of the war, commutation pay | 


was granted by both Houses, with little or 
no difficulty. 

The argument of the gentleman from 
New Hampshire goes, however, in fact, 
not so much against the admission of pre- 
sumptive evidence, as against the admis- 
sion of any claim on the part of the retir- 
iny officers under the resolves of 1789. If 
I understood him correctly, his arguments, 
if they are to have any weight, must lead 
to that result—an injustice he certainly 
could never have intended—an injustice, at 


all events, so crying, that this House never |, 


will, never can, think of sanctioning it. 

As to the objections raised by the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Vanpver- 
POEL, | they are so evidently founded upon 
“a misapprehension of the whole subject, 
that it is scarcely necessary to give them a 
reply. Leaving the mass of the gentle- 
man’s strange assertions to other gentle- 
men of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, I will make a few remarks upon 
his principal objection. He says the act | 
of May 15, 1828, made provisions for these 
claims, and was intended for that purpose. 
Now, sir, if I understand it, the object of 
that act was, and must have been, an en- | 
tirely different one. It provides for officers 
and soldiers; whereas, officers alone are 
entitled to commutation, 
living officers only, while commutation is 
a right descending to heirs. It grants 
no higher pay than that of a captain, no 
matter what rank may have been held; 
whereas five years’ full pay, according to | 
the rank of the officers, is the commuta- | 
tion of half pay for life, granted by the | 
resolve of March, 1783. 

Sir, the object of the act of 1828 was to 
show the gratitude of the nation for the 
services rendered by the officers and sol- 
diers who continued in the service to the 
close of the war, and to compensate in 
some measure for the endured losses and 
privations of every description. The claims | 
provided for by the present bill, on the 
other hand, are founded upon express con- 
tract between the then existing Govern- 
ment and the officers of the Army. 
original contract was, that those who had 
served until the spring of 1781, when the | 
reorganization of the Army under the res- 
olutions g? October, 1780, took place, 
should have half pay for life, and that those 
also who continued in the service to the 
end of the war, in addition to their full 
pay during such continuance, should be 
entitled to half pay during life, to com- 
mence from the time of their reduction. 
in 1783, owing to the unpopularity of this 
mode of payment—it appearing to create 
something like a privileged class—the con- 
tract was changed with the consent of par- 
ties. The half pay for life was commuted 
by a grant of five years’ full pay. This was 
accepted, not by officers individually, but 
by lines and corps not belonging to par- 
ticular States, by the officers of the hos- 
pital department, and by the retired offi- 


It provides for | | ; : 
| sidered as making compensation for commutation 


|| the benefits of the act of 1828, are necessarily con- | 
|| nected one with the other, both requiring the same | 


_ declare that they have received their commutation 


The || 


| *act entitled * An act for the relief of certain sur- 


| * Revolution,’ approved May 15, 1828, [, &c., do 
|| ‘hereby declare, that I was an officer of the Con- 


| to other causes detailed by the committee 





doubted for a moment that the officers of | 
the Army who fulfilled their part of the con- | 
tract, have a right to look to the Govern- | 
ment for a fulfillment of its promise? Can 
it be doubted whether the Government is 
bound to make its contract good? There 


is no escaping, Mr. Speaker. 
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Pay them || 


you must—those I mean who retired under || 


the resolves of 1787, and the consequent | 
new arrangement of the army, and those | 
who served to the end of the war, unless | 
you choose condescending to plead the | 
limitation act, and to commit the most | 
gross and outrageous injustice. 

The great mass of these claims, ‘it is 
admitted, have already been paid, perhaps | 
nineteen out of every twenty. If, com- | 
paratively speaking, some few remain un- 
paid, it was in most cases not owing to an | 


ignorance of their rights in the claimants, || whe they-ant deomadasetemanrtae aan 


as the gentleman from New York would | 
seem to say the committee had insinuated, 
but to the particular mode (collectively by | 
a majority) in which the commutation had | 
been accepted ; to patriotism, which held | 
many back from asking what they well | 


_knew an impoverished Government could | 
not easily pay; to acknowledge that the | 
| certificate granted in lieu of pay was, at || of unjust claims nearly certain, and accelerate the 
|| settlement of just claims of this description, and 


that time, scarcely worth asking for; and 


in their report. 
Sir, instead of theact of May, 1828, being con- 


pay, the very reverseis the case. Having received | 
commutation, entitles to the benefits of the act of 
1828, and receiving the benefits of that act, entitles 
to commutation, if not before received, although 


half pay under the Virginia laws, notwithstanding f 


the assertion of the gentleman from New York, 
will exclude, and necessarily exclude from com- 
mutation. A right to commutation, and a title to 


services, although they are entirely different re- | 
wards. 


asks for the proofs which are to entitle the claim- 


ante to the benefit of that act, it requires them to | 


declare—this being the strongest possible proof, | 
the claim being a valid one—it requires them to 


certificates. Here, sir, is the form ofa declaration, 
prepared at the Treasury Department, which ap- 
plicants for the benefits of the act of 1828 are | 
required to sign. It runs thus: 


** For the purpose of obtaining the benefits of an 


‘ viving officers and soldiers of the army of the | 


‘ tinental line of the army of the Revolution, and 
‘served as such (note: here insert, ‘to the end of 
‘the war,’ oras the case may be) to the time when 
‘the arrangement of the army, provided by the 
‘ resolves of Congress of the 3d and 2lst of Octo- 
‘ber, 1780, was carried into effect, and that I was | 
‘reduced under that arrangement; and I also 
‘declare, that I afterwards received certificates | 
‘(commonly called commutation certificates) for a | 
‘sum equal to the amount of five years’ full pay, 
‘which sum was offered by the resolves of Con- 
‘ gress of the 22d of March, 1783, instead of the 
* half-pay for life, to which I was entitled under 
* the resolve of the 2lst of October, 1780.”’ 


Can anything, Mr. Speaker, be morevlear, posi- 
tive, and decisive? Thus the Treasury Depart- 

ment has acted, and continued to act. And what 
has been the course of Congress? Does its action 
show in what light the case has been received? 
Most distinctly. At one session, it passes an act | 








Thus, when the Treasury Department, || 
| under whose direction the act of ’28 is executed, || 


| 


March 14, 





heirs, when the General was known to || cers in each State collectively. Can it be } 


1828, and at another session it passes an act giving 
him his commutation. At one session it gives to 
cppreln Whitaker the benefits of the act of 28, 
and at another it gives him commutation. Do 
gentlemen, can gentlemen, desire anything more? 
If the gentleman from New York will be candid, 


' he will admit that he was under wrong impres- 


sions. Upon the last case—the case of W hitaker— 
he has himself acted but a few weeks since; he 
approved of it, because, though he may not have 
voted, silence here gives consent. In cases of this 
kind there is, in fact, no excuse. Let no man 
complain that a bill passes sub silentio, as the gen- 


| tleman has said. When bills of this description 


are reported to the House, they are invariably 
accompanied by a report, detailing the facts of the 
case, and the evidence by which it is supported. 
This report is laid upon the desk of members—if 


| they do not choose to read it—if they do not choose 
| to be in their places when the bill is considered in 


the Committee of the W hole—if they do not at the 
proper time make objections—are they entitled 
afterwards to complain of a bill passing sub silentio, 
or is it expected that committees shall themselves 
raise objections to their own bills and reports, 
and thus call upon gentlemen to deliver speeches 


mittee? 

But, Mr. Speaker, I will not myself take up the 
time of the Seats unnecessarily. If ever justice 
and expediency required the passage of any law, 
I will venture to assert that it is the passage of 
this. Sir, | have waded in these claims for three 
years, and I make the assertion, after a full exami- 
nation. The passage of the law on your table, I 
repeat it, will save the time of the House and the 
money of the Treasury; it will render the rejection 


| of all others left for the decision of Congress. It 
will ensure the same measure of justice to one 
| citizen which another has received, and will, by 


speedy, exact, and equal justice, go far to satisfy 
all parties. 

ith these few observations I cheerfully leave 
the fate of the bill to the good sense, the justice, 
and experience of the House. Its decision, after 
hearing some of my colleagues of the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, will no doubt be correct. 


Correction. —We are requested by Mr. 
Brown, of the Senate, to say that he was incor- 
rectly reported in his remarks on Thursday, on 
the memorials presented by Mr. Tyter. Our 
reporter made him say— 

‘*He held in his hand a paper containing the 
‘prices current in Richmond, and it would be 
‘found by it (the Richmond Enquirer of the 8th 
‘instant) that good tobacco was now selling at 
‘from $8 to $9 per hundred, and fine at from $9 
‘to $10, which was better than the average price 
‘ of the article had been for five years past, and it 
‘ was considered not only a handsome, but a rich 
* compensation, to receive $6.’’ 

It should have been as follows: 

‘* He held in his hand a paper containing the 
‘ prices current in Richmond, and it would be 
‘found by it (the Richmond Enquirer of the 8th 
‘instant) that good tobacco was now selling at 


‘from $8 to $9 per hundred, fine from $9} to $10, 


| ‘fine manufacturing 10 dollars and 11 dollars; and 
‘although there had been a slight decline in the 





‘ price of that article lately, in consequence of the 
‘state of the market in Europe, yet, according to 
‘the hee quoted, if he did not much err in his 
‘recollection, it was now commanding a better 
: — than it had on an average generally for the 
‘last five years. It had sometimes been higher 
‘during that period, but generally it had been 
‘much lower. So far as he was acquainted with 
‘the opinions of intelligent tobacco planters, an 
‘average price of six dollars per hundred was 
‘considered a fair remuneration for those e 

‘in its culture.” 














The 13th number of the Concress1onaL GLOBE, 


dated the Ist March, 1834, for Pennsylvania, and 


the States north and east of it, was on board the 
steamboat William Penn, which was burnt on the 


'| to give to Job I. Jacobs the benefit of the act of |! 4th, and the greater part of them destroyed. 
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